3 
3 . 


* 4 
"e o 
, * . . 
a 4 bo I? 
- g * * — 1 
6 Yo 
- 2 - 1 x 4 
my * f 
# * 


* 
* 


d 
ir 


2 
TxoMy on. 


«© Suſtaining yon bright orbs and all the 


4% From 
« In i 


« 


& 
E 
8 
— 
| 


Good 


AN. 
OFFERING 


. | 
AN 


o 


' ſtill educi 
ſſion. 


g Evil 
progre 


OF THE DEIT X, 
1 


CHURCHeYARD. 
M.DCC.XC., 


* 


IN SUPPORT OF 
RATIONAL RELIGION, 
Abſolute and Perfect 
B EN EVOLEN CE. 
L ON D © Nr 


PRINTED FOR J. JOHNSON, 29 72, 8. PAUS'S 


MEANT AS 


BY A LAY- 


Eſpecially as founded on ideas of the 


«© Where univerſal Love not ſmiles aroun 


88 = 
— 22 
-4 - ——— — a : 
= * - . 


- 


1 8 
* k 
- „ ” 
, 
» * 
— 
* F . 
* : | 
4 2 =.” : 
2? 
® 2-H 
* 
4 * - ; 
* 7 : 7 | 
- n 5 
. 
- = 
a * 
N . 
8 2 
* 
* 3-4 
5 * 
5 4 ai | 
* ” ” | 
2 
* ” 
- 
"I } - ; 
* 


* 
© 7 as 


ay 


<a*- 


es 


"Sr tag * a. LL 


INTRODUGTION. 


. 0 
* 
7 , jd 5 F . N , . 


BOUT fifteen years ago, 
91 publiſhed a little volume, 
wile a view to ſerve the cauſe 
of rational religion, in oppoſi- 
tion to what have been called 
orthodox opinions; and, at this 
time, I am perſuaded it is cal- 
culated for that purpoſe, al- 
though, in conſequence of more 
reflection, and further enquiry, 
? my ſentiments, on ſome mate-- 
wy 3 are different from 
3 2 what 


what they were then. A ſpirit 
pu enquiry. I have ver wiſhed | 


nature of an int 
gent being, and as the proper 


method of attaining truth is to 


refuſe to do, we expoſe our- 
ſelves to the groſſeſt and moſt 
humiliating impoſitions.—Ac- 
ly, what I have written 


@ys, which, I would ho 
excite the mind of the 
to an exertion of its own powers, 
I offer to others the conſidera- 
tions and arguments which have 


es me, and 1 ſhould be 
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opinions with 'too great confi- 

dence, as the apology is made 

elſe where. The two great ar- | 
ticles, reſpecting which my opi« 

nion is altered, are the doc- 

trines concerning Philoſophi- 

cal Liberty, and the Perſon of 

iſt, Of the firſt I ſhall 

ſay nothing here; but I will 

take this opportunity to aſ- i 

ſign briefly the reaſons which pe 

have made me a . believer - 6 „ 

the /imple Humanity of © 
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Ir is well known, and 11 


think generally admitted, that 


the Jews expected their Meſ- 
fith" to be 4 man of their own 
nation: 'and it appears, from 


the Account which the evan- 
geliſts have given us of- Chriſt, 
that, whatever dignity they aſ- 


cribed to him, they held him 


to be 4 man like other men, 
born into the world, and hav- 
ing gradually attained to ma- 
turity, even as others; his life 
being ſuſtained in like manner 
as theirs, and he bein g. at the 


fame time, liable to all the in- 


nocent infirmities appertaining 
to human nature, It ſeems par- 
: | ticularly 


3 


Intreduftion „ vi 
Ane worthy, of notice,” that 
Luke has informed. us (chap. it. 


ver. 52.) that *:Jeſus. increaſ- 
ed in wiſdom and ſtature, 


and in favour with God and 
* man.” And the affecting 
ſcene of bis diſtreſs in the gar 
den, previouſly to his death, 


ſeems (to ſay nothing of his 
divinity.) utterly incompatible 


with the idea of him as a f- 


per- angelie being; an idea not 
uncommon, and which I for- 


merly entertained e 
Cunlsr di: 18 exproſanted 
Fa John as reproaching | the 
Jens with their unbelief in 
1 WY Moſes; 


Moſes; ſaying, If ye had be- 

< Heved Moſes, ye would have 
c believed me; for he wrote 
«of me:” and the orthodox 
tranſlators of 'the Bible give us 
_ to! underſtand, that the paſſage 
referred to is what we find in 
the 18th chapter of Deuterono- 
my, where Moſes declares, ** The 
Lord thy God will raiſe up 
e unto thee a prophet from 
“ the * midſt of thee, of thy 
« brethren,” &c. which palſ- 
ſage is cited by Peter (Acts iii) 
and applied to Chriſt. More 
over Chriſt, in his converſa- 
tion with the Samaritan wo- 
wan, nw to her, «Ye [Sa- 
maritans} 


* maritans] worſhip ye know 
“ not What: we [Jews] know 
hat we worſhip; for ſal- 
vation is of the Jews: — 
hereby, as it ſeems, acknow- 
ledging himſelf a man of the 
Jewiſh nation V. And, in a 
converſation with certain Jews, 


« kill me, à man that hath told 
you the truth.” Indeed it 
is, I apprehend, univerſally al- 
lowed, that the diſciples of 
Chriſt did, at the firſt, eſteem 
= to be 4 man, and nothing 

That they did fo is molt 


S VII. John Ws ay 
£14 evident. 


he ſays, But now ye ſeek to 


* . 
evident. Had it hoon Pn 
wiſe, they could never have 
treated him with that familia- 
tity which is recorded. There 
are two remarkable inſtances: 
the firſt is mentioned by Mark 
and Luke, nearly in the ſame 
Words, except that Luke gives 
us Peter's name. Jeſus ſaid, 
Who touched me ?—When 
« all. denied, Peter, and they 
« that were with him, faid, 
« Maſter, the multitude throng 
< thee and preſs thee, and ſayeſt 
46 thou, Who A touched me? 
Luke, chap. viii. ver. 45. The 
other inſtance is related by Mat- 
thaw, chap. xvi. ver. 22d— 
An 5 Then 


— » 1 — 
” 
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Then Peter took him [Jeſus] 


„ and began to rebuke him, 


cc ſaying, Be it far from thee, 
Lord; this ſhall not be unto 
4 thee.“ 1 Let it further be ; 
conſidered, that the diſciples 


| underſtood their Maſter to be 


a lineal deſcendant from David, 

and expected to fee him a 
mighty temporal prince. But, 
if it be true; that the apoſtles 
and firſt. diſciples of Chriſt did, 
in reality, take him to be one of 


| human kind, and, as ſuch, con- 


verſed * with him at the be- 


ginning, When, and at what 


time, was it they changed their 
opinion? Spppoſing them, af- 


ter 


©. Introdtlion; 

ter edhverſing familiarly with 
him as 4 man like themſelves, 
tio find that indeed he was mw 
nun, but a ſuper-angelic be- 


ing, or, as others have ima- 
gined, the everlaſting Deity 
himſelf —what muſt have been 
their aſtoniſhment ! In the firſt 
caſe, it maſt have been very 
great, but, in the laſt, they muſt 
have been utterly confounded 


{range to tel!) we find no trace 


of it, either in the evangelical 


hiſtory, or the Acts ef the A. 
poſtles: : on the contrary, after 


having witneſſed his reſurrec- 
tion 4 aſcenſion, and after the 


miraculous 


e, chap, ib. ver. 22. 


miraculous effuſion of the Spi- 
rit, they continue to ſpeak of him 


as a buman being. At the time 


when that laſt- mentioned moſt 


extraordinary event took place, 


the apoſtle Peter, addreſſing 


himſelf to the aſſembled multi- 


tude, deſcribes his maſter: in 


theſe plain explicit words, Je- I 


« ſus of Nazareth, 4 man ap- 
«. proved of God among you, 


4 by miracles, and wonders, and 


“ ſigns, which God did by Bim 


in the midſt of you . And 


ſhortly after, as appears, when 
the lame man was healed at the 


4 


- * vate 
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gate of the temple *, he was | 
ordered, by the ſame apoſtle, tio jb 
[up riſe up and walk, in the name {| 
of Jeſus of Nazareth, [the man 
-approved of God] : .and on this 5 
occaſion it was that Peter cited | 
Moſes as propheſying- of Jeſus, | 
and ftyling him the Prophet 
whom God would raiſe up to | 
the Jews of their brethren. Pau, 
likewiſe, after being convert- | 
ed by the heavenly viſion, 
wherein Chriſt appeared to 
him +, however deeply his mind . |} 
was u args Ow ns | 


* „Aces chap. lit, « 

+ We may remark, that our Saviour 
ere ſtiles himſelf Jeſus of Nazareth. 
3 to 


x 0 pl 1 
— 
—— — — — 
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 Intredu#tion. ne 
to have held the-ſame opinion; 


and, how great ſoever was his 


idea of that power and dignity 
to which our bleſſed Saviour 
was exalted, thought them no- 
thing more than what Almighty 
God might confer © on one of 
the human race—if we may cre- 
dit what he delivered in his 
admirable ſpeech to the Athe- 


nians. His words are « theſe : 
He i. e. God] hath appoint- 


* ed a day in which he will 
« judge the world in righteouſ- 
« neſs by that man' whom he 
« hath ordained; whereof he 
& hath given affurance unto all 

ASS d ::...-- 4.0; 
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e men, in that he bath raed | 
« him from the dead. 


f So true is it, that the repre- 

i ſentation given us of Chriſt, by 
5 the three firſt Evangeliſts, is 
: that of a wax like our ſelves, we 
F find the philoſophiſing Chriſ- 
5 tians, who entertained the no- 
tion of his pre- exiſtence and 
divinity, under the neceſſity of 
accounting for the fact. And 

they do it by faying, that Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, conſulting the 
prejudices of the Jews (who 
expected @ nan of their own 
ee for their Meſhah, and 
3 | could 


E 


mene. 
eculd not endute any thing that 


ſeertied to inftinge upon the 
docttite of the unity of God) 


taught the zumanuy of Chiift 


vety explicitly, but His #omity 
very obſcurely, and with great 
caution. However, at length, the 
apoſtle Joha boldly taught the 


time there elapſed a term of 
near forty yeats frottr our Lord's 
death, according to Lardner, 
according to others a longer 
term, during which the Unite. 
ran d6dtritic Stained univer- 


fally, and the divinity of Chriſt 


was almoſt entirely unknown 
11 b 2 among 


truth. Unhappily, it the mean 


xvii  Tntrodution. 


"= among Chriſtians *. We need 
not wonder, therefore, that! in the 
; earlieſt of all creeds, termed the 


Apoſtles , we ſhould meet with 


nothing, relating to the perſon of 
Chriſt, to which. Socinus would 


not have ſubſcribed : nor yet 


that, ſo late as the end of the 
. ſecond century, and even later, 
the great body of Chriſtians 


ſhould be Unitarian. | 

* Whoever defires it, may have a- 
bundant ſatis faction reſpecting theſe mat- 
ters by conſulting the third volume of Dr. 
Prieſtley's Hiſtory of Early Opinions; 
which work, together with his Hiſtory of 


the Corruptions of ane 1 12 


leave to recommend. 


Ir 
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\ Ir is certain, indeed, that i in 
the A poſtolical Epiſtles there 
are paſſages, which, at firſt fight, 
may lead perſons to coneeive of | 
our Lord as by no' means a nan, 
but poſſeflinga nature far ſuperior. 
On theſe paſſages, chiefly, the 
doctrines of the pre-exiſtence 
and divinity of Chriſt have been 
founded. The ſtile is peculiar,” 
and highly #gurative : but the 
writers never meant to teach 
ſuch doctrines, if there be any 
weight in what x ave: been' 
ling: | LY een 


Fs 4 
% = 


I may further be ee 


Buntes 0 


XX - : 


_ the doctrine of the proper buma- 


ity of Chriſt ſeems negeſfary te 
the great deſign of the goſpel, 
which was, by the reſurrection 
of gur Saviour himſelf, to bring 
life and immortality to light, 
(4. e.) to aſſure us of the future 
reſurrection of all men; © for 
ſince (in the Apaſtle's lan- 


_ © guage) by aan came death, by 


nan came. alſo the reſurrec- 
tion of the dead: for, as in 
Adam all die, even fo in Chriſt 


5 ſhall all be made alive. 


Thus enforcing the pure and. 
divine morality taught by our 
wy and dis: Apoſtles. _ 


I wouLD 
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I woot p likewiſe obſerve, that 
if we believe our Lord to have 
been no more than a human 
Being. however diſtinguiſhed by 
the favour of God, we fhall 
have this advantage—not to be 
diftrafted by different objects of 
worſhip: but, agreeably to our 
original inſtruction, we ſhall ad- 
dreſs our worthip to © our Fa- 
ther who is in heaven, and to 
« him atone.” And, moreover, 
white we fincerely addreſs him 
under this eharacter, and expect 
every benefit he may confer to 
proceed from his furberiy good 
neſs and mercy, without the in- 
terference of any other Being in 
b 4 any 


any way to render him propitiaus, 

our worſhip will be more pure, 
and I doubt not more accepta- 
ble. The true worſhippers,” 
we are told, © ſhall worſhip the 
« Father in ſpirit and in truth. 
Whereas, if we admit the no- 
tion of interference of any kind, 
we ſeem to derogate from that. 
character of paternal goodneſs 
ſo very intereſting, and which 
to -us appears ſo truly- divine, 
aſcribed. by Chriſt to his Father 
and our Father, to his God and 
aur God. But ſhould we con- 
ceive of the God whom we 
worſhip as ſo greatly difpleaſed 
with. us, and the whole human 


* race, 


7 


a * 


— 


— — 
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race, as never to forgive any 


without a complete ſatigfactioun 


and atonement, and this to con- 


fiſt in ſome innocent Being's. 


ſuffering a puniſhment adequate 
to the offence :. and ſhould we 
further. conceive, that the God 
whom we worſhip: determined 
from everlaſting, that (a ſmalb 
number, a little flock excepted) 
the great multitude of mankind. 
ſhould have no benefit from 


ſuch ſatisfaction or atonement, 


but ſhould endure the never=- 
ceaſing torments of hell- I beg: 
leave to enquire, Do we, in this 
caſe, conceive the object of. our 
n to be a good and merciful 

Being t 


Wi 1, ye” 2 "For 
Being ? or do we think of him as 
an evil Being, unforgiving and 
implacable? To me the latter 
| ſentiment ſeems inevitable. And 
can a mind, under the impreſ- 
fion of a ſentiment ſo full of hor- 
ror, offer acceptable worſhip ? 
And, how much Getter will it 
be, if we preſume to flatter our- 
ſelves with the confident per- 
ſuaſion, that, whatever be the 
miſerable lot of arbers, it hath 
pleaſed God to elect ws to ever- 
thankful ? Jam afraid et. 5 
wilh not recommend us either to 

1 Oe has 


gloomy dæmon of /uperflition, 


were written by a good man, 


has gxpeeſled his idea of our Sa- 


viour's interpoſition with the 


Naga Deity as follows 2. 


* Rik aom he drops of Jeſus blood, 
That calm'd his frowning face; 

That ſprinkled o'er the burning throne, 

And tyrn'd the wrath-to. grace.“ 


, 


Tust moſt execrable lines, 
ſuggeſted by the dark and 


to this foul and ugly fiend,” - 
was open to much better in- 


flaences; as, I doubt not, are 


people, greatly inferior to him: 
| but 
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but ſuch ideas, as far as they 
operate at all, muſt produce 
miſchief. When worſhip ſprings 
from the contemplation of wiſ⸗ 
dom, and goodneſs, and truth i in 
the Deity, it is genuine religi- 
ous worſhip, for theſe are vene- 
rable attributes; and ſo it is 


when it ſprings from gratitude 
af a right ſort; but when it 
riſes out of the contemplation of 
cruelty, revenge, and implaca- 
bility, it is a ms ſo ane? 


Ae nee ne. 21110 


1 ade 1 e . 
that the turning men's atten-" 
tion to the ſpeculative points of 


id religion, 


222 — 


he 


Introdaction. xxvũ 
religion, tends to unſettle the 


principles of the generality, and 
deprive them of all religion, 1 


cannot conclude this introduc- 


tion without taking ſome notice 


of the objection. And I will 


| o not inſiſt, that thoſe Who are 


em ployedi in the mere drud geries 
of life ſhould meddle with ſuch 


matters. But there are great 


numbers of young perſons who 
have leiſure for reading. and re- 
flection, and, if they will give 
attention, are very capable of 
acquiring a rational religion, 
And what can better deſerve 


their attention? Of ſuch per- 


ſons as theſe I will take upon 
| * 
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quiries after truth, provided in 
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1 

| 
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me to tay, they will be more 


their outſet they are poſſeſſed 


or a ſincere deſite to know and 
practiſe their duty. 


If, with 


ſuch a difpofition, preſerving 
their minds open to condition 


fuit fo worthy of a rational crea- 
fare, they will affttredly be re- 
warded with the mot valuable 
knowledge, and with the mot 
Iheral and gene rows” ſatieft G 907 

of mind. Peace, like wife, ffall 
attend their progrefs: their con- 
Kirnces witteling, that while 
thus employed, they are obey- 
4 a 


upright. My preſent ſentiments 
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ing their Maker's will in ec ſim- 
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Fon my own part, as will ap- 
pear, I have thought differently 
at different periods; and I hope 
it will appear too, that, at thoſe 
different periods, I was equally 


will probably ſuffer little change, 
having been adopted upon ma- 
ture conſideration: but I hope 


never to ſhut my eyes againſt 
the divine light of truth. And, 


as my view of things, to me at 
leaſt, ſeems moſt happily calcu- 
lated to remove important dif- 
ficulties, and moſt honourable 


to 
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to the character and providential 
adminiſtration. of the eternal Pa- 


rent of the univerſe, at the ſame 
time that it is beſt fitted to im- 


prove and perfect the human 
mind, I naturally wiſh to re- 


commend it to the ingenuous 


reader. And, ſo doing, with 
great ſincerity, I will bid _ 2 


farewell! 
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A 8 your book, upon the In- 
ternal Evidence of Chriſ- 


tianity, muſt needs be intereſt- 
ing to every Chriſtian, you will 


* 


* This letter made its firlt i appearance 
in the Gentleman's Magazine, as, like- 


wiſe, did ſeveral of theſe papers. 


5 * 
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2 A Litter to the late 
not wonder at this addreſs. The 
author of it is one whom no- 
body, in the literary world, 
knows: and, he aſſures you, he 
preſumes not to think of rival- 
ling a gentleman, who writes 
with no leſs ſpirit than ele- 
gane. But he has the pre- 
ſumption to imagine, that Pro- 
vidence has aſſigned him a grain 
or two of plain ſenſe, which it 
becomes him to employ on the 
ſubject of your celebrated work; 
becauſe, to him, it is a ſubject 
of the higheſt importance. 
1 SAID, your book muſt gerd 

be intereſting to every Chriſtian; 

$653 WM but 
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but ſo, it ſhould ſeem, it is to 

other people: for a day or two 
ago I heard a gentleman remark- 
ing your peculiar felicity in hav- 
ing found the way to pleaſe both 
believers and unbelievers. In 
this reſpect you, doubtleſs, are 
ſingularly happy; nevertheleſa 
you are not to ſuppoſe that all 
the believers are pleaſed: if you 
take it for granted that all the | 
unbelievers are, perhaps you will 
not be much miſtaken. ' Your 
book (pardon me, Sir) is con · 
i ttived to ſorve their cauſe, hat- 
f ever cauſe it was intended to 
ſerve, As for your intention, it 
il is 1 probletnatical. Ma- 
VVV ny 
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ny perſons are ready to greet you 
as the potent; becauſe the ſubtle, 


. adverſary of Chriſtianity. For 


my part, upon the whole, I am 


diſpoſed to judge, that there is 


a' real correſpondence between 
your heart and your profeſſions, 


in what you have written; 


though I cannot fairly get rid 
of my doubts. Yet, ſurely, an 
enemy to | Chriſtianity could 
never have done ſuch admirable 
juſtice to arguments urged in 
its favour; ſo happily urged, and 
with ſuch energy, as to exceed 
any thing I had met with. A 
man could not, ſurely, ſo plead; 
— when he loves not the cauſe. 
What 


— 


* 


So AUR Jxxv xs, Eſquire, 8. | 


What pity, Sir, you ſhould not 


be conſiſtent! But have you not 
fid (as Mr. Hume: ſaid before) 
that our reaſon is not to be 
truſted ? Have you not ſaid, we 
muſt believe what you; allow to 
be diametrically oppoſite to our 
reaſon, viz. that three Beings 
are one Being, in order to our 
becoming Chriſtian believers? 
Have you not ſaid, that for this 
purpoſe, we muſt believe in 
can: unjuſt God? Vou grant, in 


ſo many words; that our rea- 


ſon informs us the puniſn- 
ment of the innocent, inſtead 
of the guilty, is diametrically 
Woe to juſtice and recti- 

9 B 3 tude, 


6 2 Lene to the kite 

good Chriftians to believe (are 
you not ſhocked, Sir ?) that the 
perfectly juſt Being hath done 
vs — ee 
ging thes ant ee ns human 
reaſon. And, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, it is with the beſt grace in 
the world, that you offer us this 
doctrine to the prejudice of human 
reaſon, when, upon another oc- 
caſion, you have appointed it to 
the 4:gh office of deciding what 
part of ſcripture is, and what is 
not, the word. of God. In ſo 


1 See pages x60, and 162. 5 


doing g 


doing, by the way, you have 


SOAME Jenvyns, Eſtuire. 7 | 


offended your. good orthodox 


friends, nearly as much as the 


worſt heretic of them all. And 


can you imagine thoſe good 
friends of yours are any better 


-pleaſed with you for affirming, 


that the doctrines of Chriſtianity 


are diametrically oppoſite to our 
reaſon, and our ideas of juſtice 
and reQitude ? which no man 
ftyling himſelf. a Chriſtian, your- 


ſelf excepted, did ever yet af- 


Gras: unleſs, indeed, we like-_ 
wiſe except ſome pious, ranting, 
mad enthufiaſt, ſuch as he who 


ſaid, Credo, quia impoſſibile,” 


which piece of rant Mr. Soame 
B 4 Jenyns 
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of Letter to the late 
o kes to be in ſome mea- 


FRY 


cure. e n NED 


y 1 7 > r "WS... * „ 


oe now, ir, 1 will beg leave 
Wenn what it is that 3s 
to judge of your arguments? 
Where do you make your ap- 
peal Vou ſay, that in the New 


Teſtament we have a ſyſtem of 


a religion more ſublime, and of 
ethics more perfect, than any 
which our faculties were ever 
able to diſcover. This, in my 
opinion, we can never know 
otherwiſe than as our reaſon 
apprehends your repreſentation 


1 12 5 1 15 
8 6. - - * 
; p „ : 5 


* * , 
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sau Janyns, Bfquire, © 9. 


to be a true one. Now, accord 
ing to you, our reaſon is not to 
be truſted in ſome caſes. Tell 
me, then, when I have onee ad- 
mitted, in direct oppoſition to 
my reaſon, that three Beings 
[| may be one Being, —and that a 
Being perfectly juſt may do 
what my reaſon informs me is 
diredtly contrary to juſtice,. tell 
me, if you will be ſo good, what 
: ground I have to believe the in- 
tian religion. I am rationally 
convinced of it, tis true: but, 
if I muſt not truſt to rational 
conviction in the two inſtances 
before mentioned, I cannot ſee 


why 


10 Ta to the late 
why. 1 ſhould in any inſtance; 


and that I ought not is the in- 
ference which, I fear, many 


think you intend to draw. 1 
would judge more favourably ; 


ſomewhat miſtaken, if I might 


hope that a gentleman, ſo much 


my ſuperior in e accom- 


from me, 1 would. take the h- 


berty to recommend to him a 


little book, entitled, Hime and 
 Effays, Theological and Moral; 
publiſhed by Johnſon.— On ſe- 
cond thoughts, ſuppoſing you 
may poſſibly do me the iden: 
to 


« i © 


SO ANNE Jen vnc, Eſquire. pe 
to read the book, I will defire 


MERA rt W 


a * 
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\ He 1 N my . 
eee Sir, till I have remarked 
— — 
hat ere, written. 1 


extreme in that part which re- 
lates to ia. detachment: from the 
moral virtue pecularly evange- 
| lical: and ſo indeed it is. Now, 
8 after ſo much inſiſting on this 

virtue, as nn af the 
55 ”-”_ of Chriſtianity, hom you 
OS” could 


— — > once wget 
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feſſion, they have :renounged, — 


12 Laiter toi the las © 
-eould ſo handſomely apologize 
for my good lords: the biſhops; 


with reſpect to their pomps and 


vanities, which to me, and to 
no other than the identical 
pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world, which, in pro- 


how you could ſo handſomely 
apologize for them, is to me 
exceedingly wonderful. But, as 
one good turn deſerves another, 
the biſhops, I fancy, have nat 

been ungrateful. My reaſon for 
it is, that a certain archdeacon 

e you know, is, by his of- 

NY fice, 


So Aug JzxvNs, Hfluire. 13 


fice, nearly connected with lawn 
ſleeves, .and probably hopes one 
day to wear them) did, at a cer- * 520 
tain viſitation, very highly ap- # 
plaud your book: in conſe- 
quence of which a number of 
copies were bought, and, among | : 
the reſt, the very copy now be- 6 i 
fore me. This may, in ſome 3 
meaſure, account for the rapi- * 
dity of the ſale, by no means KH 
excluding the ingenuity mani- 

_ feſt in the performance, which, 
to be ſerious, I do think to be 
very great; and, to be equally 
ſerious, I ſhould imagine you 
need not be told, that though 


t it | 
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it be not” reaſonable for a rich 
man to lire like one in a 
ſtate of poverty, neither is it 
reaſonable fur the miniſters 
of Chriſt to live in oppoſi- 
tion to Some + mma of his reli- 
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py 
a * 
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" Furs ftrange inconſiſteney 
has appeared to ſome an argu- 


ment of inſincerity. Whether 
it 18 a good one, you know beſt. 


For my part, J cannot but think 
your book really hurtful to 
Chriſtianity, which is therein 
charged with monſtrous dec- 
trines, that have no countenance 

| from 


5 


« 2 — — 


ſhip, as God, any other Be- 
ing, who is not God? Could 
I believe that God puniſhes 
the innocent, and yet believe 


him juſt? Indeed, Sir, if I 


believe the doctrine of vica- 
rious atonement, I find my- 


ſelf conſtrained to believe in 


an unjuſt God. Horrid faith 
this! And—what is likely to 
be the product of it? I will 
only add, that, as your book 


teaches us not to yield to 


rational 


Soaus Janyns, Ehuire. 1 
from the, New Teſtament, and 
are deſtructive of true reli- 
gion. Could I be a true 
worſhipper, if I ſhould wor- 
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In the three following papers I have 
faithfully exhibited the doctrine af 
Neceſſity, as it has appeared, and as 
it notu appears, to me. I entreat the 
reader to conſider it fairly, and 
judge for himſelf, _ , 


R E M A R k 8 
ON 
DR. PRIEST'LEY 8 


PHILOSOPHICAL NECESSITY. | 


| "inns, 1778. 
LJPON reading Dr. Prieſtley” 8 
Treatiſe, concerning Phi- 
loſophical Neceſſity, theſe re- 
marks have occurred. 
. 
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18 Remarks on DR. PrtsTLEY'S 


THE book has, in my hum- 


ble opinion, a very ill aſpect on 


the beſt happineſs of mankind: 


and, on this account, I. am per- 


ſuaded the learned author will 
never blame me for any free- 
doms I ſhall take with it. I 
have been aocuſtbmed: to honour 
him for his great and ſingular 
public ſervices, wherein, I doubt 
not, lie acted with a regard to 
the ſame. objects as I have 
now before me. 


DR. P. thinks tltat the views 


of the Neceffarian (whom alone 


he eſteems worthy to be called 


0 7 < will give an ele- 


0 vation 


0 b 
3 | 4 . * — as 


* 


- -  Phileſophical' Neteſſity uf 
vation and force to his piety, 
& and to virtue in all its branches, 
ce that could not have been ac- 
« quired in any other way *. 
On the contrary, I think that 
ſuch views, at the beſt, have no 
advantage which the more com- 
mon views of the divine provi- 
dential government llave not, 
and, at the ſame time, are de- 
ſtructive of piety and virtue 
both: for which I beg” leave to 


aflign my reaſons. 
O the ſcheme of neceſſity, 


ir is affirmed « we ſee God in 


Page 106. 


C 2 « every 


20. Remarks on DR. PRIESTLEY'S 


every thing, and may be ſaid 


« to; ſee every thing in God.“ 
By this means (we are told) 


the idea of God becomes aſ- 
* ſociated with _ other 
cc idea * I | ä , 


Bur ſuppoſe a man to be 
convinced (as well he may) that 
the univerſe is the work of 
God, a being of perfect power, 


and wiſdom, and goodneſs; ſup- 
poſe him to be convinced, that 
the conſtant agency of the Deity 
is meceſſary for the ſupport of 
univerſal nature; ſuppoſe him 


® Page 108. 5 
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_ truly to think that the vene- 
rable object of his devotion di- 
rects and adjuſts all the affairs 


of the world, ſo as to ſecure the 


greateſt ſum of happineſs ;— 


will he not, then, enjoy all the 
benefit which can- be imagined 


to accrue from the ſcheme of 
neceſſity? And that a man 
may be thus minded; who is 
not a Neceſſarian, cannot, I 


think, be denied. It ſhould 
ſeem, then, the advantages of 


this boaſted ſcheme do not be- 


long excluſively to __ who 
admit it. 


* 


BuT if, upon further con- 
C 3 Afideration, 


22 Remarks en Dx. PaixsrIEx's 
dideration, it ſhould appear that 


the Neceſſarian worſhips an 


imaginary being, who is, by no 
means, the proper object of 
worſhip, taking him to be ſuch 
as the worſhipper repreſents 
him in this caſe, the ſcheme 
of neceſſity will appear 4% fa- 
vourable to real piety than the 
ſcheme of liberty. Dr. P. in- 


forms us, that © the diſtinction 


* between things natural and 
* moral entirely ceaſes on the 
* ſcheme of neceflity#.” Now, 
if ſo, and this be the true 
_ ſcheme, we ought no longer to 


Page 115. 


conceive 
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DPhilgophical Neegfſty. 23 
conceive of the -Dgityas;poſleſſed 


of thoſe moral attributes, on ac- 
count of which we have been 


uſed to eſteem him worthy of 


the deepeſt veneration; nor in- 


deed can we, upon this ſcheme, 


venerate him at all. How ſhould 


we venerate what we cannot 


conſider as venerable? And, 


without true veneration, how 
can we have any true ;piety ? 
Should we, then, venture to 
declare this ſcheme to be, not 
only unfavourable to true piety, 
but .deſtruF#rve of it, would there 
be any injuſtice in ſuch a de- 
claration? In my W 
there would not. 5 

C 4 IT 


"24 Remarks on DR. PrreSTLEY'S | 


II is a little extraordinary, 
-methinks, that after Dr. P. 
has been endeavouring to ſhew 
the happy influence- which the 
doctrine: of neceſſity has upon 
moral conduct, he ſhould frank 
ly acknowledge, that there is no 
difference between things natu- 
ral and moral. It has been the 
grand objection to the doctrine, 
that it annihilates that diſtinc- 
tion; as it moſt certainly does. 
And if this be the effect of the 
neceſſary influence of motives 
on Human Beings, the ſame 
conſequence muſt follow with 
reſpect to the Divine Being ; 
who is repreſented (page 117) 
Th | as 


Philiophical Neceſſity. © 25 
| _ as aFfuated—not by a bad princi- 
ple, but a good one. And, fur- 
ther, if Dr. P. be as candid as I. 14 
Have always thought. him, I =" 
fancy he muft-own, that, if the : 
neceſſary influence of motives 
doth not conſiſt with the idea 
| of cauſality reſiding in the Being 
| fo influenced—he muſt own, I 
(| ſay, that he has been a little 
| miſtaken in aſſerting there is 
ö 
| 


— 


but one cauſe; for in fact there 
is none, unleſs we give that name 
to motives; and then, again, we 
ſhall have cauſes many. — But 
where are we now got? Whi- 
» ther has this neceſfarian ſcheme 
conducted us? If you, reader, 
5 be 
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26 Remarks an Dx. ParmerzLey's 


phical firength of mind ſo com 
mended by the learned doctor, 


you may poſſibly not be very 


much ſhocked: I confeſs, how- 


ever, that I am; — for we are 


| . ned ak. Atheiſm. 


Tur . ak neceſſity, 
including this ſhocking notion, 
cannot be thought very friendly 
to virtue: however, leaving this 
notion out of the queſtion, let 
us conſider the probable ef- 
ee. 880705 
| ALTHOUGH we be perſuaded 
that there is in reality no diſ- 


tinction 


43 Philoſophical Neceffly. 27 
tinction between things natural 
and moral, we are told, that, ſo 
long as we ſee every thing in 
* its true light, we muſt ſhun 
vice as any other evil, and in- 
« deed as the greateſt of all 
< evils, and chooſe virtue as the 
« greateſt good.” (p. 116). But 
ſhould it be that Dr. P. fees 
every thing in its true light, 
his diſciples may not : they 
may learn from him that they 
are ſubject to a neceſſitating in- 
fluence in all they do (or rather 
imagine they do); they may 
learn that there is no diſtinc- 
tion between things natural and 
moral; and yet they may not learn, 
that 


* 


28 Remarks on DR. PrIeSTLEY'S 


that vice is the greateſt evil, 

and virtue the greateſt good. 1 
preſume they are much more 
likely to learn that virtue and 
vice are non-entities: and then 

(a conſequence ſurely the moſt 
natural) looking upon guz/# as a 
fooliſb fancy, and any regard to 
conſcience-as a pitiful weakneſs — 
it would not-be very wonderful, 
ſhould they abandon themſelves 
to the violence of their paſſions, 
and, at length, - to; wickedneſs 
unbounded... Are they, not in- 

_ ſtructed, that wickedneſs, at > 
worſt, is but miſery ? They will, 
therefore, make the experi- 
ment. Who can game them 
| * for 


us 
.  Philſophical "Neceſſity. 19 | 
for being miſerable, if ſo it 
ſhould happen? But they hope 
better things. To me it is aſto- 5 | 
niſhing, that Dr. P. ſhould not | 
ſee this as likely to be the effect t 
of his doctrine. Does he not Ix 
know, that there are multitudes [1 
wiſhing for the conſolation he is 1 
ſo good as to hold out to them, F 
and who will make ſuch a uſe- 
of it? Others there are, I: 
truſt, whom his reaſoning will 
never ſatisfy, that they have not- 
the beſt grounds to eſteem» 
\» themſelves moral agents, and the 
proper authors of their own ac- 
tions, and who will not doubt 
that virtue and vice are realities 
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ofithevery. firſt importance. Com- 
-mon' ſenſe; I believe, whatever 


tirely; on:theit' ſide. 

In Dr: P.'s opinion; it is a 
great abfurdity; that an intelli- 
gent Being ſhould have a power 
to comply with,» or to reject, 
the motives preſented to him: 
and yet his ſcheme of neceſſity: 


is chargeable with the abſurdity 


of annihilating moral differences, 
of excluding every cauſe (mo- 
tives excepted) out of the uni- 
verſe, and thus of eſtablifhing 
atheiſm. I would hope, there- 
fore, it is too abſurd a ſeheme 
| bo 
2 


PhileſapBical' Neceſſity. 31 1 


to gain credit, thou gh there is 
too much reaſon to fear the 
5 1 


THz above ſtrictures are not, 
J hope, foreign to the purpoſe: | 
but I flatter myſelf, that the | i 
cauſe of moral liberty*ſhall'ſoon | , 
have complete juſtice done to l 
it by the pen of that worthy | 
and able advocate, who, in be- 
half of civil liberty, Hath lately/ 
pleaded ſb incompatably well. 
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ON 
DR. PRIESTLE VS ; 


f Fee PHILOSOPHICAL "NECESSITY. 


| D R. Prieſtley having now 
(Jan. 17th 1779) publiſh- 
ed a book, entitled, © A free 
* Diſcuflion of the Doctrines 
* of Materialiſm and Philoſo- 
e phical Neceſſity, in a corre- 
e ſpondence, &c.” the follow- 


ng 


Farther Remarks, Se. 33 


ing objections to what is there 
advanced in behalf of neceſſity, 
are intended as a ſupplement to 
my former ſtrictures. 


Mx principal objection to it 
is, that it declaredly ſubverts all 
that is /acred and venerable, and 
evidently tends to promote all 
imaginable miſchief. This is 
a heavy charge; and, if I did 
not think it a moſt righteous 
one, it never ſhould have been 
brought by me; whether it be 
well or ill founded, I ſubmit to 

the judgment of others. 


In my former ſtrictures, I 
D quoted, 


1 1 . © 
3 EDN, 
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34 Further Remarks on Dr. Prieflley's 


quoted, from the Treatiſe on 


Neceſſity (page 115) this ex- 
traordinary aſſertion:· That 


the diſtinction between things 
natural and moral, entirely 
« ceaſes on the ſcheme of ne- 


e ceſſity. Now, that the Doc- 
tor meant full as much as he 


appears to mean, is manifeſt 
from the occaſion, which was 
to ſhew, that he did not make 
the Deity to be the author of 
fin: he muſt, therefore, intend 
ta fay, there is no ſuch thing 


; exifting as mara good, or moral 
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evil; otherwiſe he ſays nothing 
at all to the purpoſe. I for- 


merly obſerved, ſuch doctrine 


muſt 
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muſt be deſtructive of piety, 


as it quite takes away the n- 
ru attributes of the all- perfect 


Being, and abſolutely leaves 
no object of religious worſhip. 
What is advanced by Dr. P. in 


this laſt publication, goes ſtill 


further to juſtify my remark. 
He therein gives us to under- 
ſtand *, that, ſpeaking philoſo- 


_ phically, or agreeably to ſtrict 


truth, there is not any ſuch 
thing as merit, of demerit, or 
accountableneſe, or juſtice ; and, 
of conſequence, there ean be nb 
pfopriety in praiſe or blame, re- 


* Pages 149, 150, 151. 
0 D 2 wards 
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wards or puniſhments, conſidered 
as ſuch. Far be it from me, 
however, (as I hold myſelf ac- 
countable) to give ſuch a repre- 
_ ſentation of Dr. P's ſentiments, 
as might be thought, in the leaſt 
degree, injurious, He grants, - 
that though we are not j 
liable to rewards or puniſhments, 
yet the making us to be happy 
or unhappy, according as we 
- obſerve or tranſgreſs certain 
laws, will have a good effect 
with reſpect both to our own 
future conduct and that of 
others, as it tends to our own 
and their melioration. He grants, 
that though a man cannot pro- 


perly 


a > Sac ed n 
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thy, or to have merit, he may, 


nevertheleſs, be a proper object 
of complacency : and he admits, 
that though a man cannot 
properly be ſaid to be Slame- 
worthy, or to have demerit, he 


may ſtill be a proper object of 


aver/ion. And, upon the whole, 
he concludes, that though the 


vulgar and philoſophers uſe dif- 


ferent language, they would ſee 


reaſon to act in the ſame man- 


ner. 


- HowEveR, notwithſtanding 
this, the ſubſequent inferences 
from the doctrine muſt, 1 

| D 3 think, 
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think, be allowed as legitimate 


* undeniable: (viz.) 


. 
” 


Tur it would be altogether. 


wrong and improper, to look 


upon ſuch conduct, as hath; 


uſually been accounted the moſt 
wicked and: villainous, with the 
ſlighteſt degree of di/approbation, 
as having any aral tur pitude in it. 


Tu Ar it would be quite un- 
philoſophical; to be induced to. 
avoid ſuch a conduct by any 
ſuch conſideration, ſeeing it is, 
in reality, as warthy, and as ho- 
nourable, as a conduct entirely 
appolite. 


1 
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Trar, I ſuch a conduct be 
properly the object of our aver - 
on, it is ſo in no other ſenſe, 
than as any thing may be which 
may produce pain or diſtreſs; a 
pores for inſbance, or a confla- 


gration. 


THAT if, when we have met 
with any diſtinguiſhed charac- 
ters among mankind, ſuch as 
have watched; and toiled, and 
bled for the publie benefit —if, 
I ſay, we have been uſed to con- 
template fuch characters with 
reſpect or eſteem we have there- 
in committed a great mate. 
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Tux, if we had judgedtruly, 
we ſhould | only have regarded 
thoſe diſtinguiſhed: characters 
as objects of pleaſing confidera- 
tion, as it is pleaſant to conſider 
a beautiful landſcap e. 


Tur, ſeeing there doth not 

_ exiſt any ſuch thing as moral 
goodneſs, or merit, we have erred 
when we have regarded any 
character whatſoever with vene- 

ration or eſteem. 


TA, conſequently, the cha- 
racter of our bleſſed Saviour is 
no more venerable than 0 

other character. 


a 


AND, 
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AND, laſtly, That, inſtead of 

paying that infinite veneration 
to our Maker, which we have 
been accuſtomed to think due 
to him, we ought not to pay 
him any, he being, in truth, 
nothing more than the object of 
our complacency or pleafin g con- 
m 


Sven, and fo ſhocking, are 
the conſequences of the doc- 
trine of neceſſity. Whether 
Dr. P. will admit them, I can- 
not tell. To 'me they ſeem 
very obvious. 


Ap have we, then, deluded 
ourſelves, 
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ourſelves, or, rather, have we 
been deluded. with idle notions 
concerning. © things true, and 
© honeſt, and juſt, and pure, 
and lovely, and of good re- 
port; concerning; virtue and 
praiſe? And is it. for no- 
thing, that we, who. profeſs and 
call ourſelves CHRISTIAN S, 
read of the applauſe conferred 
on our divine Maſter, for that 
he loved righteouſneſs and 
* hated iniquity? Is it of no 
avail, that we ars told the pure 
and upright ſpirits; who encom- 
paſs the throne of heaven, ceaſe 
not to proclaim © HOLY, 
„ HOLY, HOLY Lord God 

20 7 e « Almighty?” 
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Amighey? 1 ay, after all, 
is there no: realuy in nighteouſ- 
neſs? And is there nothing 
truly venerabls & In ſuck a caſe, 
1 mould not wonder, i& a; good. 
man (or one ' imagined. to be 
good) on diſcovering his miſ- 
take, ſhould - conclude it were 
better for him nat to be, than 
ts be.;, for his beſt: joys. are ge- 
niſbed. But, I truſt, it is not 
fo; and preſume to think. L 
haye ſome; ground- for my con- 
fidence. 


SHOULD the above account, 
af the doctrine of neceſſity be 
. to be a juſt one, it muſt, 

likewiſe, 
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likewiſe, I ſhould apprehend, be 
granted, that it is exceedingly 
miſchievous in its tendency. 
Dr. Price has repreſented the 
perſon who receives it, as 
drinking a deadly potion, al- 
though, he obſerves, «ſo ſound 
t is Dr. Prieſtley's conſtitution 
„ of mind, and ſo excellent 
« his heart, that he can drink 
« it and find it falutary.” - 
the contrary, this laſt gentle- 
man will have it to be a doc- 
trine, fitted to carry human na- 
ture to a much higher degree 
of perfection and happineſs, 
than any other. And he en- 
dea vours to refute the repreſen- 
5 tation 
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tation held out by his corre- 
ſpondent. If,” ſays he, Dr. 


Price will attend to fads, he 
may be ſatisfied that it can- 
not require that great ſtrength 


and ſoundneſs of conſtitution, 
that he charitably aſcribes to 
me, to convert the doctrine of 


neceſſity, poiſon as he thinks 


it to be, into wholeſome nou- 


riſhment, and that he muſt 


have ſeen it in ſome very un- 
fair and injurious light. I 


am very far from being ſingu- 


lar in my belief of this doc- 
trine. There are thouſands, 
I doubt not, who believe it 
as firmly as I do. A great 


« majority 


N 
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* majority of the more intelli- 
gent, ſerious, and virtuous of 
% my acquaintance, among men 
« of letters, are Neceſſarians, 
(as, with reſpect to ſeveral of 
them, Dr. Price himſelf ve- 
„ ry well knows) and we all 
&* think ourſelves the better for 
* it. Can we all have this pe- 
« culiar ſtrength of conſtitu- 
„ tion? It cannot be, ſurely, 
« deadly poiſon, which ſo many 
* perſons take, not only with= 
out injury, but with advantage, 
finding it to be, as Dr. Ptice 
„ acknowledges, with reſpect to 
1 8 even ſalutary . This 
Fe 'E Free Diſcuff. page 3819. 
reaſoning, 


Philoſophical Nec p. 4 
reaſoning, I beg leave to ſay, is 
to me by no means ſatisfactory. 
The /a#s on which it is found- 
ed are not the right kind of 
facts. And, I apprehend, Dr. P. 


will allow, that if the gentle- 


men of his acquaintance, to 
whom he alludes, had been 
educated from the beginning in 
Neceſſarian principles, the in- 
ſtances had been more to the 
purpoſe. As a further reply, I 
will take the liberty to adduce 


the ſentiments of an unexcep- 


tionable writer *, which, though 


* The reſpectable 3 of the Treas 


tiſe on 1825 See page 163 of that 
book. 
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they do not perfectiy, do yet 
very nearly, accord with my own, 
and they certainly merit great 
attention. He thus expreſſes 
himſelf : © I cannot, however, 
«conclude this ſection with- 
* out acknowledging (and I do 
« it with particular ſatisfaction) 
« that though I conſider the 
« proper Calyiniſtic ſyſtem as a 
“ moſt gloomy one, and peculi- 
« arly unfavourable to virtue, it 
“is only ſo when con/iſtently. 
pur ſued, and when every part 
« of it equally impreſſes the 
« mind. But this is never, in 
« fat, the caſe with any ſyſ- 
* tem. If there be in our minds 
we preva- 
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"x prevalence of good principles, 
% and good diſpoſitions, we 
10 naturally turn our eyes from 
« every thing in our reſpective 
« ſyſtems, that, even by a juſt 
*« conſtruction, is unfavourable 
« to virtue and goodneſs, and 
ve reflect with pleaſure, and 
act upon thoſe parts of them 
only that have a good ten- 
„ dency.“ And, a little be- 
low, he adds, In fact, if, 
« from a good education, or 
« any other ſource, the general 
"* bias of the mind be in favour 
of virtue, a man may be ſafely 
truſted with any ſpeculative 
W principles. 


E Ir 
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Ir theſe ſentiments are juſt, 
it ſhould ſeem that the doctrine 
of Neceſſity, notyithſtahding, 
what has been alleged to the 
contrary, may ſtill be (what L 
fear it will prove to be) a doc- 
trine moſt pernicious and de- 
ſtructive. Suppoſe a man to 
practiſe iniquity in a leſs degree : 
than ſome others, and to do it, 
at preſent, reluctantly: once 
convince him that he cannot 
Belp or hinder any thing which 
he does, and that verily and in- 
| deed there is no moral. difference 
between one action and another; 
and you effectually prepare him 
to become a villain of the higheſt 


order, 


Philoſophical Neceſſity. *q"". 


order, if he have parts ſufficient.” 
And, accordingly, how pure fo-' 
ever Dr. eee intention 
may be, 1 am fully perſuaded he 
is contributing to the growth 
of vilainy s. He would have: 


* This Wim 1 own, bund any 
harſh: but Dr. P——y hath himſelf made 
my apology, very generouſly. ce All that 
* candour Anke ſays he, (Introduct. 
to Free Diſcuſſ.) Lis, that we never 
impute to our adverſary a- had intention, 
“ or a deſign to miſlead, and alſo, that we 
admit his general good re 


“ though liable to be miſled by unper- 


«© ceived:biafſes and prejudices,” Now, 
very far indeed am I from thinking the 
Doctor has the leaſt deſign to miſlead: I 
think juſt the reverle: and I have the 
«utmoſt reſpect for his underſtanding. | 
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done leſs hurt in an age leſs. 
corrupt, or leſs ſpeculative. | It _ 


is now. a common thing for a 


bad man to be very ingenious. 


Such a man will furniſh him- 


| ſelf, from the doctrine of Ne- 


ceſſity, with a reaſon which he 


may offer for the hope that is in 


him: and thus emboldened, and 
become impudent, we ſhall pro- 
bably ſee him go on triumph- 
antly, END crime to crime. 


1 THINK the public 8 


indebted to Dr. Price for his 
part of this correſpondence. 
What he has there advanced, 
has not, I fancy, rendered the 


+ f above 
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above remarks ſuperfluous: and 


I hope any warmth of ex- 
preſſion will be placed to a 
right account. I am not to 
hope, I ſuppoſe, for any an- 
ſwer from Dr. P——y, as 
probably he will judge what 
I have faid ſerves no other 
purpoſe than to ſhew, that I 
do not underſtand the ſubject *. 
If, nevertheleſs, I ſhould not 
immediately acquieſce in ſuch a 

deter- 


Indeed I did not underſtand it, or I 
ſhould have ſeen that virtue and excel- 
lence, in all their amiable and dignified 
forms, are perfectly congenial with it. 
K * e above, quoted from the 

8 3 Free 


Watte * 
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5 determin ation, he will not t be 
ſurpriſed. 


Free Diſcuſſion, are certainly to be found 
agreeably to the references: and, to ſay 
the truth, though a convert to the doc- 
trine of Neceſſity, I am not now. tho». 
roughly ſatisfied with them... 
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Which, tho" io us it ſeems embroiled, moves on 
In higher order, fitted and impelled 44 
« By WISDOM's fineſt hand, and iſſuing all 


IN the Gentleman's Magazine 
for March 1778, I publiſh- 
ed ſome ſtrictures on Dr. Prieſt- 


Neceſſity; and in the Magazine 
for January 1779, ſome, more, 
upon his correſpondence with 
55 E 4 5 


56 Second e on the 


Dr. Price, alas) ive to the ſame- 
ſubject. Although I had taken. 
a good deal of liberty, the Doc- 
tor ſeemed pleaſed, and bade me 
write on: perceiving, I imagine 
(while he thought me miſtaken): 
a love of truth, which, on fur- 
ther enquiry, would probably 
{et me right. 


Ox the ſcheme of Philoſo- 
phical Liberty, I always had. 
_ difficulties, which, on cloſer in- 
ſpection, appeared much more 

important than formerly : and, 
on the contrary, the difficul- 
ties attending the other ſcheme 
| ſeemed greatly diminiſhed: in- 
ſomuch 


Deftrine Mah. 3 


ſomuch that the event turned; 


out, moſt likely, as the Doctor 
comes d- 


I wILL now 7 tho alt 
which have induced me to + 
ter my opinion. 


Uron ſuppoſition that men, 
and other intelligent Beings, are 
free in a philoſophical ſenſe, I 
formerly ſaw there was a great 
deal of obſcurity in the doctrine 
of the Preſcience, and conſe- 
quently of the. Providence, of 
God; the one being neceſſary ta 
the other: though Mr. Palmer, 
when. hard preſſed, ſeemed wil- 
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ling to give up che firſt e. And 
I remember good Dr. Tillotſon - 


has ſomewhere admitted, that 
it is the hardeſt thing in the 
world to conceive how a free 
action might be foreknown. 


Wurd one looks abroad in 


. the world, and obſerves in what 


manner human affairs proceed, 
it ſeems moſt evident that here 
is nothing unconnected. One e- 
vent produces another; and, in 


a ſeries of events, if we imagine 


one of them to have fallen. out 


otherwiſe than it did, 72 whole 


o Mr. P. is not ſingular i in this reſpect. 


2 | ſeries. 


* Didirine of Mea. 69 
ſeries will be affected. Now, 
when we behold this grand ſue- 
eeſſion, if we believe in a per- 
fect Deity, we naturally aſcribe 
it to his providence. But, if we 
ſuppoſe that the volitions of in- 
telligent Beings cannot be fore- 
known, it ſhould ſeem there can 
be no providence; becauſe theſe 
volitions are means whereby the 
events are brought about, which 
we refer to a providential admi- 
niſtration. How is. it” poſſi ble 
that the governor of the uni- 
verſe ſhould propoſe to himſelf 
a ſcheme of providence, when 
he is not able to foreſee. the 
means whereby the ſcheme is to 

3 bs 
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be effected? Preſcience, then, 
we will ſay is neceſſary in order 


to a Providence: and this may 


tion af an intelligent Being be 
always the ſame in the ſame 


ſtate of his mind; but it ſeems 
ſuppoſition of a multitude of 
independent“ agents at work 
be n counteracting 


*. op mind, I ſhould think,” 
would be ſhocked at the notion of 4 
creature independent of its creator: "but 1 
would deg kave- to aſk--Have we 2 


yr f conception 
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che deſigns of providence, if 
were admitted. 
cannot but recollect a paſſage 
which occurs in a Diſſertation 
upon Prayer, by that excellent 
man Dr. Price, and which I 


though certainly not ſo intend- 
ed, and therefore it may have 
more weight. The Doctor, hav- 


ing mentioned virtue as the 


gs thing we We ad 


conception of 2 . Erg 1 1 at. 
the ſame time, and in the ſame in- 


ſtances, dependent? In other words, Is 


nota Being neceſſarily independent exaAly 


in proportion to the liberty. he egjoys? | 


And here 1 
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pray for, adds, I hope it 


vill not be ſaid, that this be- 


ing placed in our own power, 
« we have no reaſon for any» 
applications to God for it, 
but ought to ſeek it entirely 
from ourſelves.— Is any man 
<« truly virtuous? And has he 
© no reaſon to praiſe God on 
this account? May he ven- 
ture to declare, that he owes 
it not in any way to God? 
Was it not in conſequence 
of the divine will and direc- 
ee tion, that he was brought into 0 N 
ce « thoſe circumſtances, and had 
« thoſe. views of things laid be- 
4 4 . mind, which have 
3 produced 
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<« produced this happy effect? 
Is there no reaſon to think, 
that there have been many 
„good men in the world; who," 
had their circumſtances been 
in the leaſt different from what 
e they were, had one incident 
© in their lives never happened, 
or had any ſmaller ſhare of 
* advantages been granted them, 
« would: have continued in the 
number of the careleſs and ir- 
* religious *? Now it is worth 
our conſideration, how admi- 
* well: theſe ee from 
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Dr. Price coincide with the 
apoſtolical queſtion, . What 
4 haſt thou which thou haſt 
ee not received? and, at the 


ſame how ill that queſ- 


tion agrees with the doctrine of 
philoſophical liberty; which 
ſuppoſes virtue to be the pure 
product of an agent's own inde- 
Fendent will: ſo that, in com- 
puting the degree of virtue in 


any given caſe, it is neceſſary 


to deduct all foreign influence 
whatſoever. But, on this ſup- 


Poſition, when the deduction is 
made, can any thing be more 
manifeſt, than that what re- 
mains is neither more nor leſs 


* 


ö | than 
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chan re very thing which the 
virtuous agent has not * 
ed? 


by AM i reer it 
cannot be thought impertinent 


to mention, on this occafion, 


the argument advanced by Cot- 


ta, in the third book of Cicero's 


Dialogues on the Nature of the 
Gods. The ſpeaker, in order to 
ſhew that our rationality is no 
proof of a good Providence, 
urges the great wickedneſs and 
miſery of mankind; and adds, 


It is bare redſorr that we 


* receive. (if we receive it at 
oo all) from the Deity ; but right 
4 F © or 
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A ao, who does not be- 

lieve aRevelation, if he acknow- 
ledge a perſect Deity, muſt at the 
ſame time admit a Providence, 

and in order thereto a Preſci- 
ence: but whoever receives 
the revelations. of the Old and 
New Teſtaments muſt be a be- 
liever in Prophecy, Now. real 
prophecy ſuppoſes certain pre- 
ſcience, which one, who only 
believes Natural Religion, from 
the imperfect idea he has form- 
ed of the Deity, may perhaps 
reject. There at ſurely, how- 
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cver, be the higheſt incon- 
fiſtency in pretending to be- 
lieve there can be prophecy 
where the thing foretold is not 
foreknown: and to me it is 
equally ſtrange, that a thing 
ſhould be foreknown, and not 
be certain, or certain, and not 
neceſſary. And it deſerves to 
be conſidered, that thoſe very 
things are predicted in the 
ſcriptures, which the advocates 
for philoſophical liberty con- 
tend muſt, from their nature, 
be contingent, and not ſubject 
to any neceſſary law whereby 
they are Produced J mean the 
F 2 vrtuous 
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d amd Thoughts on the 
virttious and vicious actions of 
men. * 1 3 _—_ 2 " g | 


believing the providence of God, 
and the prophecies of ſcripture, 
ſtil I muſt believe the doc- 
trine of Neceſſity, being con- 
vinced by my on experience, 


tive muſt determine me to do 


though he ſpeaks of man's determining 


« will itſelf, how abſolute and uncon- 
| cc troulable 


and what I underſtand'to be the 
experience of other men *. If! 
engage in any affair, ſome mo- 


- himſelf, immediately. after adds, „The 


. _ 


Bors if I were capable of dis. 


* Mr. Locke, in the firſt paragraph 
of his Conduct of the Underſtanding, al- 


fo. It is inconceivable how a per- 
ſon can act at all, if he be not 


thus determined. Different mo- 


tives, indeed, influence different 


men: thoſe, which operate moſt 


powerfully. on a vicious perſon, 


may not, in the leaſt degree, 


affect a ſincere lover of virtue; 
a ſordid and a generous nature 


will feel, and will a, very dif- 


« troulable ſoever it may be thought, 
« never fails in its obedience to the die- 
< tates of the underſtanding.” Whether 
there be a real conſiſtency in theſe opi- 
nions, 1 leave others to judge, | 


1 de 


ferently in the fame circum- 
ſtances; but ſome motive is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, and, if there 
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be ſeveral preſent to the mind, 
the ſtrongeſt determines it. If 
a man do a thing which we 
think | ſtrange, we aſk what 
could induce him to it? ſup- 
poſing ſomething there muſt 
needs be, though we cannot tell 
what. Even thoſe who have 
ſaid moſt in favour of liberty 
have acknowledged, I think, 
that they were unable to act 
without a motive, at the ſame 
time maintaining, that they were 
free to chooſe what motives 
ſhould determine them. This 
choice, however, could not, 
any more than any other act 
of the mind, take place with- 
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_ out ſome inducement to make 
-4 it *. | 
I wouviD 


* I was once of opinion, that an ar- | 


gument for the doctrine I am maintain- 
ing might be drawn from what is, per- 
haps, generally admitted as a fact (viz.) 
that happineſs is the one ultimate object 
which all men, in every inſtance of their 
conduct, purſue, however different the 


means, It ſeemed to me, as to many 


others, that ſelf-love was, in the moral, a 
principle of equal extent with gravita- 

tion in the material world: but I am con- 
vinced it is not ſo by various conſidera. 


tions, If it be true (and ſurely it is a 


truth moſt ſacred) that every virtuous 
deed muſt {ririg from a virtuous motive, 
there never could have been any ſuch 
thing; becauſe there is no virtue at alt 
kn F Hlove, which, by the hypotheſis, is 
| 1 4 che 


Sure Thoughts on the 


I vol p add further, that it 

1 generally, I think, enen 10 
the judgment is inevitably de- 
termined by the evidence before 
the mind. Now if this be true, 
and if Mr. Locke's opinion be 


the one grand, and indeed the only pro- 
per motive, Again (as was ſuggeſted by 
a friend) « if we ſay, that all moral agents 
« are influenced by the one grand princi- 
« ple of ſe!f-love, then we muſt allow the 
« Deity bimſelf, the higheſt and moſt 
a perfect of them all, to act from the 
e ſame principle.” But can we, for a 
moment, allow that the moral agency of 
God ariſes out of ſe//-love - Why not, 
however, if the principle be truly. good ? 
Moreover, 
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fails in its obedience, the doc- 
trine of Neceſſity follows of 
_ courſe. And then there will be 


much propriety in aſeribing the 


vices of mankind to a wrong 


eftimate of things. This ſeems 
to be done in ſcripture, where 
we find vice and folly to be ſy- 
nonimous; and every one will 


Moreover, from the cloſeſt attention 
to the fad, it ſeems evident that human 
agents, at leaſt, are not influenced by 
any /ingle principle; and, how powerful 
ſoever the principle of ſelf-love may be, 
that we do aſſuredly fometimes a& from 
the love of God, from the love of man, 
from an attachment to virtue, and from 
other attachments, when /e/f-love does 
not influence us in the ſmalleſt degree. 

remember 
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remember that remarkable ex- 
preſſion, Have the workers 
of iniquity no knowledge? 

A wrong eſtimate likewiſe is the 

fruitful cauſe, which the advo- 

cates for liberty ſcruple not 
often to aſſign as producing ſuch 


unhappy effects; how ſtrange 


ſever their conduct herein may 
appear to me. 


As a believer, then, in a per- 
feet. Providence, and in the 
Prophecies of ſcripture (to ſay 
nothing of a multitude of other 
ſcripture paſſages) and from the 


conſideration of what ſeems 


to FR the fact with reſpect to 
human 


human agency, I find myſelf 
obliged to receive the nn 
of e 4 


Ir never wi nee I des 


lieve, that I have offered my 
opinion with more. unbecoming 
confidence, than in ſtating my 
former objections to the doctrine 
for which I am now pleading, 
and in what I have advanced of 
a ſimilar nature in my other 

little book. If, however, I might 
be permitted, I would preſume 
to allege, in my behalf, that the 
real exiſtence of Philoſophical 
Liberty has been and is very 


generally acknowledged even by 


the 
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being of virtue depends on it. 


annihilating, as appeared to me, 


76 Second Thoughts on the 
the Calviniſts, who. have con- 


tended that the firſt man was in 
perfect poſſeſſion of it: and. in 


the opinion of others, ſome of 


the wiſeſt and beſt, the very 


This was, in truth, my own 


n not unpurdenble) real.. 


1 A of Neceflity 


the reality of virtue and moral 
excellence, appeared allo to 
deſtroy the ideas of praiſe, and 
blame, and accountablegeſs, 


ou therefore, of reward and 


puniſhment 3 


"Dettrine of Necofſiy. 7 
puniſhment ; it feerned even to 
take away the moral attributes 
of the Deity, ſo as to render 
him no longer that infinitely 
venerable object whom we have 
been accuſtomed to adore. 
Theſe confiderations I thought 
afforded ſufficient reaſon for 
controverting the doctrine, and 
on this ground I refted my ob- 
jeckions; but, in conſequence 
of giving more attention to the 
ſubject, 1 find 1 have been des 
ceived. * 2 


When we contemplate the 
idea of an intelligent mind con- 
verſing with that vaſt variety 
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of objects preſented to it, * 
tinguiſhing their nature and _ 
comparative value, approving 
and joyfully preferring © the 
things which are excellent, 
a mind wherein the love of 
God, and the love of man, 
perpetually bear ſway, we have 
certainly before 'us a character 
+ of real 'goodneſs. At leaſt, I 
Yi | think, it muſt, be allowed to be 
| very amiable, though formed by 
1 the neceſſary influence of the 
different ſcenes through which 


1 the perſon has been conducted 
5 by Divine Providence. Thus 
. much, I ſhould think, would 
| a —_— by one who is not a 
bl Neceſſarian, 
2 
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Neceſſarian, were he to imagine 


ſuch a character exiſting. For 


my part, it appears to me the | 


greateſt perfection attainable by 
humanity. It will be ſaid, that, 
after all, we have here nothing 
better than natural excellence. 


Be it fo. It is, however, the 


higheſt ſpecies of it. But have 


we, in truth, a conception of 


any thing better? Is it not uni- 
verſally allowed, that the Deity 


is naturally poſſeſſed of all that 


excellence which we attribute 
to him *? And would it not 
* Both Dr. Clarke and Dr. Price 
<onſider the moral attributes of the Deity 
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but they declare him to be ſo. 


be deemed charging him with 
imperfection to ſay otherwiſe? 
Nevertheleſs, we ought carefully 
to remark the great difference 


between the derived” and the 
underived, the Being who is al- 


together dependent, and the ab- 


Folutely independent Being, the 


ENTIUM ENS. And though 
we cannot conceive of the glo- 


rious Creator as acting without 


"us neceſſary, thouph they aſſert his acts 
to be free: to ms they ſeem, therefore, 


to allow the whole of his moral excel- 
lence to be neceſſary: for his acts are 
good only as they ariſe out of his perfect 
goodneſs: they do not make him good; 


moti ves 


=, 
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ws the moſt benevolent and 
wiſe, this conſideration doth not 
deſtroy the notion of his being 
the only true and original 
cauſe x. The creatures, indeed, 


* A limited, imperſect, dependent Be- 
ing, neceſſarily expoſed to a great va- 
riety of external influence, and always 
acting under that neceſſary -impreſſion, 
cannot have in himſelf any proper cau- 
ſality: but a Being who is unlimited, 
perfect, independent, and prior to all 
other Beings, though he ſhould act under 
the neceſſary influence of motives, may 
yet be a real and proper cauſe, ſeeing 
thoſe motives ariſe, not from without, but 
from his own perfect intellectual nature. 
Such a cauſe we conceive the Deity to 
be: and ſuch a cauſe is requiſite to the 

exiſtence of the univerſe. 


G can 
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can be no other than. inſtruments 
to fulfil his purpoſes; for that end 
created, ſupported, and appoint- 
1 ed to their ſeveral ſtations and 
F circumſtances, the influence of 
1 which they feel, and (ſtill exer- 
ciſing their reaſon, judgment, 
and choice) are thereby led to 
4 | act in a certain, and definite 
1 manner, from the beginning 
well known to him © who de- 
« clareth the end from the be- 
« ginning, and from ancient 
times the things which are 
« not yet done; " faying, My 
« counſel ſhall | ſand, and I wilt 
cc do all my den N 
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Wix reſpe& to the notion 
of accountableneſs —it is not 
agreeable, I apprehend, to ſtrict 


philoſophy. At the ſame time, 


things will conclude in the very 
ſame manner you would judge 
to be right, ſhould you hold 


mankind to be accountable in 


the ſtricteſt ſenſe: (i. e.) he, 


whoſe diſpoſition and conduct 


have been ſuch, as that you, 


and every one elſe, would 


call him a good man, will 


be put into a ſtate of great and 


inconceivable felicity; while the 
man of an oppoſite character 
will be appointed to a ſtate. of 


ſevere ſuffering, of which, like-. 
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wiſe, we are unable to conceive. 


The preſent world 1s evidently _ 


a ſtate of diſcipline ; and, when 
we have paſſed through it, it 
ſeems. perfectly reaſonable that 
we ſhould be diſpoſed of accord- 


ing as we are found qualified. | 
Goodneſs, it has been often 
faid, is not more a condition of 


obtaining, than a neceſſary qua- 


lification for enjoying, the hea- 


venly happineſs. Some pious, 
yet miſtaken people, who have 
conſidered themſelves as 7Zhe 


children of God, to the exclu- 


ſion of the reſt of mankind, 


have obſerved, if a gentler diſ- 
£ ipline will not anſwer the pur 


ö . poſe, 


Doctrine of Neceſſity. $5 
poſe, one more ſevere is adopted 
for the accompliſhment of their 
falvation. Now I think it no 
extravagant thing to hope and 
expect, from the infinite goodneſs 
of the Univerſal Parent, that in 


this manner he will treat all his 


rational offspring ; and that even 
the ſevere diſcipline, the worſt 
of mankind. may experience in a 


future world, ſhall be the means 
of bringing back his perverſely- 


wandering children to himſelf, 


and to their proper happineſs. 
| This, I am aware, may be 
regarded by many as nothing 


better than a dream: I will, 


therefore, beg leave to offer 
G 3 *  fome- 
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ſomewhat in ſupport of it.— 


Being perſuaded that there is 


a Gad, the creator of all things, 
I cannot ſee how we can rightly 
conceive of him, otherwiſe than 
as of a Being infinitely good. 
And, ſurely, when we find it af- 
firmed by the higheſt authority, 
that * he doth not willingly af- 


« flict nor grieve the children 


« of men,” we mult believe this 


to be the certain truth, as exactly 


correſponding with our natural 
ideas of his goodneſs, and the 
many other emphatical declara- 


tions hereof which we meet 


with in the ſcriptures. We are 
told by the Pfalmiſt, that © he. 
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js good to all, and his tender 
„ mercies are over all his 
© works;” and, in the New 
Teſtament, he is ſtyled © the 
“Father of Mercies,” the 
« God of all Conſolation,” and, 
as © our Father who is in Hea- 
ven,“ Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
hath taught us to worſhip him. 
—But I would now .enquire, 
How can any reconcile the end- 


leſs miſery of the great majority 


of mankind (as the evil-doers 
in ſcripture are repreſented to 
be) with the above poſition 
That God doth not willingly 
afflict nor grieve the children of 
men? Few perſons, I preſume, 

> WY will 
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will pretend to deny the Divine 
preſcience, while they acknow- 
ledge revelation. If, then, the 
Deity knew, before the world 
was formed, that the greater part 
of mankind would, in conſe- 
quence of their exiſting, be ve- 
rily and indeed for ever miſera- 
ble, and if he did, notwithſtand- 
ing, reſolve. to create them, he 
mult have reſolved to affit# and 
grave. them without. end. But 
far be it from us to aſcribe ſuch 
a reſolution to the Father of all 
the families of the earth. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the argument is, I 
think, irrefragable, and, at the 
anne time, very obvious. Some 
1 * have 
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have thought that the wicked 


will be annihilated, after a long 
period of ſuffering. But a miſe- 
rable exiſtence, though not a- 


mounting to endleſs miſery, is ut- 


terly irreconcileable with on 
vine benevolence. 


ALL, then, that is true in 
the doctrine of accountableneſs, 
ſeems to be this—that when men 
leave the preſent ſtate, they ſhall 
be treated according as their 


characters are found to be. But 


it ſhould: ſeem not to be true, 
that men will be condemned 
for doing the evil- which they 
mi night have avoided, or omit- 

ting 
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ting. to do the good which they 
might have done; and ſo / vice 
verſa with reſpect to thoſe, 
who, it is ſaid, will be reward- 
ed. It is difficult, nay it is im- 
poſſible, to convince the multi- 
tude, what is the philoſophical 
truth in relation to this matter. 
The moſt may do tolerably well 
without it; while to ſome it 
may be of very great import- 
ance. The great body of man- 
kind believe, and at preſent are 
likely to believe, that the ſun ö 


goes round the earth every day: 
and even philoſophers find it 
convenient to accommodate their 
ſpeech to the prevailing notion. 
| For 
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For my own part, I will freely 
acknowledge that, ſome tinte 


fince, I was of opinion, that if, 
at the awful judgment of the 
world, I were able to allege in 


muy behalf—that I could not 


avoid doing the things charged 
upon me, although I had done 
the greateſt conceivable wicked- 
neſs, the plea muſt needs avail 
to ſave me from puniſhment. 
Should ſuch a plea be offered, 
the reply might juſtly be, It 
« is true, you could not avoid 
* the things you have done: 
„but the laws of the univerſe 
4 are fixed; and it is impoſ- 
„ fible, without virtue and re- 
ligion, 
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& ligion, that a rational creature 
© ſhould be happy. That Bs 
«are. deſtitute of theſe, you 
«are conſcious. The treat- 
* ment, therefore, which you 
&« ſhall receive, is neceſſary both 
e for your own good and the 
good of the tuntrerle.” 


| 


In anſwer to the objection 


concerning praiſe and blame, 1 


would juſt obſerve, that when 
the good or bad qualities of a 
Being are aſcribed to him, 
then is he juſtly praiſed or 
blamed: and, notwithſtanding 
he be not, in truth, the author of 
yet are they more or leſs 
ſtrengthened, 


Dunne of n..  "o 
ſtren gthened, if not acquired, by 
the exerciſe of his powers; and 
the ſatisfaction or diſpleaſure he 
receives from the applauſe or the 
imputation, will prove a motive 
to ſet him at work. Remorſe 
and ſelf-approbation, have been 
eſteemed ſufficient to evince 
the liberty of man. But, 1 ap- 
prehend, theſe ſentiments are to 
be conſidered as urgent admoni- 
tions, kindly intended to inſtruct 
him wherein confiſt his depra- 
vation and his miſery, his per- 
fection and his happineſs. 


There yet remain two objec- 
tions to the doctrine of Neceſ- 
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thor of fin, or moral evil . 
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ſity, which are thought to be of 
great moment. It is ſaid to en- 
courage wicked perſons in their 
proceedings. But, I would en- 
quire, are ſuch perſons really 
convinced that they act neceſſa- 
rily ? If not, their conſciences 
will not be laid afleep by an opi- 
nion which they do not believe. 


And; ſhould they believe it on its 


proper evidence, they would 
ſee it is not favourable to them. 
— The other objection is, that it 
makes the Deity to be the au- 


* 


Now 


The diſtinction between the per- 
ae. of ſin, when it might have been 
prevented, 
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Now I defire to ſpeak with all 
ps reverence.: but I can- 


prevented, we its appointment, ſcems 4 
diſtinction without a difference. Dr. 
Price has faid, « When he (God) 
« willed the exiſtence of | the preſent 
« univerſe, he willed it as including 
« every event which he foreſaw would 
« ariſe in it.” And, a little further, 
he adds, “He had the beſt reaſons for 
« eſtabliſhing at firſt thoſe ſtates and 
« connections from whence he knew 
“ it (moral evil) would ſpring.” Diſ- 
ſert. page 98.—He has told us alſo, 
he © believes no event comes to paſs, 
«. which it would have been proper to 
« exclude.” And yet he will not own 
that the divine plan of Providence re- 
quired all the events which ariſe. | See 
Correſpond. with Dr. Prieftley, pages 
3365 and 4x6. R 
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not deny that God is the author 
of all things. It is the lan- 


guage of reaſon, and alſo of 
{cripture. All creatures, act- 


ing neceſſarily (as I think I 


have ſhewn) according to the 
law of their nature, can be no 


other than /truments to effect 


the divine purpoſes. And, ac- 


cordingly, we are informed, 


that * if there be evil in the 


* city, the Lord hath done it.“ 


Should natural evil be meant—in 
a great city there mult be much 
calamity, not to ſay the greater 
part, the immediate product of 


fin, and that not the ſin of the 


ſufferer. And who was it that 
hardened 


hardened Pharaoh's heart? By 
whoſe determinate counſel and 
ſore- knowledge was Jeſus Chriſt 
delivered up? Who ordereth all 
things according to the counſel 


of his own will? And concern- 


ing whom is it declared, that 
of him, and through him, and 
to him, are all things ?—Behey- 
ing, as I profeſs. to do, that a 


Being perfectly wiſe, and power- 


ful, and good, is the Creator and 
Governor of the world ; and 
perceiving evidently, from re- 
flection on my own nature, 
and on human nature in gene- 


ral, that virtue leads direct- 


ly to perfection and happi- 


H neſs, 


% Sethi becher on We 


judge otherwiſe, than that the 
quantity of moral evil exiſting 
is no greater han is neceflary o | 
Beings, whom we be in- | 
Kruatd to worſhip as our: hea- | 
venly Father *. And what can f 
be his deſign, but to conduct 4 
his rational offspring, by various | 
ways, to virtue, to happineſs "1 


„ The wrath of man ſhall 'praiſe 
< thee, and the remainder of wrath ſbalt 
«thou reſtrain,” 


and 


and to himſelf ? Amidſt the ca- 
lamities of life, how conſolatory 
this idea! Thus conceiving, how 
properly may we ſay, with the 
.apoſtle John, God is hope! 
And, with the Pfſalmiſt, God 
is our refuge and ſtrength, a 
very preſent help in trouble: 
* therefore will we not fear 
though the earth be removed, 
* and the mountains be carried 
-< into the midſt of the ſea !” 
Yet, in order to our enter- 
_ taining ſuch confidence, we 
ought to diſcern in ourſelves 
a character of ſincere virtue. 
A caution which, perhaps, 
might not be abſolutely ne- 

| 1 ceſſary, 


100 Second Thought on the 
ceflary, after what * have al- 
ready obſerved. [ok 


I vo o not ſay the doctrine of 
Neceſſity is expreſsly revealed, 
but the ſcripture has a very fa- 
vourable aſpe& upon it; and the 
prophetic parts eſpecially ſeem 
to me now, on the ſcheme of 
Liberty, charged with difficulties 
quite inſuperable. Under the 
Old Teſtament diſpenſation there 
was no expreſs revelation of a 
future tate. Nevertheleſs we 
find, that reflecting perſons were 
in poſſeſſion of that doctrine. 
And we find Chriſt reaſoning 
with the Sadducees, to ſhew that 
e ld the 


| Doctrine of Neceſſity... 101 
the dodtrine, though not reveal- 


ed in explicit terms, was yet 


implied * *, In like manner we 
may well 17 that God hath 
left the doctrine, for which I 
have been pleading, to be made 
out for themſelves, by conſide- 
rate people ; and. for this end, 


* The doctrine entertained by the 
Jews was founded on a reſurrection; 3. 
without which, it ſhould ſeem, they had 
no future expectations. That idea, how+ 
ever, is ſo different from what obtained 


among other people, that one cannot 


help thinking it originated in a re- 
velation, which, perhaps, was never 


committed to writing, and moſt likely 


never publicly delivered as of divine 
authority, f 5 


3 2 
. 
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in His good providence; hath 
kd that philefo pbira! light. 
which now pervades the world. 
In the mean time, the ſeriptures 
(particularly the Chriſtian ſerip- 
tures) are calculated for all claſſes 
of men. Although, from vari- 
bus cauſes, much obſcurity reſts 
en ſome parts of them, the moſt 
weighty and intereſting truths. 
are within the reach of all; and 
theſe, delivered with that divine 
energy and that unaffected ſim- 
plicity (this laſt attribute alto- 
gether peculiar and appropriate) 
which characterize the facred 
writings, may be expected to 
produce the happieſt effects; 
th 1 and, 


Doctrine of Neceſſuy. | 103 
and, indeed, they have done fo. 
The way-faring man, though a 
fool, (a perſon of mean capacity) 
ſhall not err: and he that be- 


lieveth, and lives as a believer, 
hath the witneſs in bim ſelf. 
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The refletions which follow, were 
put down immediately after reading 

a book, entitled The Sorrows of 
_< Werter.“ | 

E HE idea of God, admitted 
by all who acknowledge 

his exiſtence, is the idea of 4 

Perfect being. 

REVELATION teaches us, 

that God ſtands in the relation 

of a Father to his human crea- 

1 + i tures. 


On Shana, tos 


a 10 Though Abraham be 
„ignorant of us (faith the pro- 
„ phet) and Iſrael acknowledge 
us not, doubtleſs thou art our 
%% Father.” —*« We all are the 
4 work of thy hands. The 


apoſtle, likewiſe, aſſerteth that 


we are the of5pring of the Di- 
vinity: and Chrift himfelf has 
commanded, © When ye pray, 
* nn F n &e? 


— true Theile are 0 
e the world is governed by 


the providence of God; and, 
that he diſtributes rewards and 


puniſhments to thoſe who are 
the proper ſubjects of them. 
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106 On Panifoment. 

Let us then enquire, What is 
the &fign of puniſhment in hu- 
man - governments ? All wiſe 
2 „Ae men will fay, It 


the mae of erimes· But 
will they not alſo allow,. that, 
if a government were perfect, 
its object would be not only 
the prevention of crimes, but 
the reformation of the crimi- 
nal ?. Now, who, that believes 
in God, will diſpute the per- 
Fection of his government? And, 


„ what is the natural infe- 
wk I 


Or uni bent. 107 


Fr we conſider che Deity 
under the character of a pu- 
rent, muſt we not own that 
one man is as truly his off. 
ſpring as another? And what 
may one reaſonably look for 
at the hands of a goed pa- 
rent? Will not ſuch a parent 
naturally provide ſuch an edu- 
cation for his child, as ſhall 
ſecure (if poſſible) the child's- 
improvement and happineſs? And 
is not this a thing very poſ- 

_ fible for the heavenly Father to 
do, in behalf of all his human 
«fipriig ? 


2 0 EVO to thoſe that 
love 


108 On £P uniſbment, 


love : God, we are told that 
all things- ſhall work. toge= 
ther for, their. good. If then 
it pleaſe God, why may not 
all ings. work together for 
the good of all? Is there any 
thing abſurd .or. unnatural in 
the ſuppoſition? | Or, rather, 
doth it not very well corre- 


ſpond with the Divine charac- 


ter, ſuch as we have collect- 
ed it from reaſon and revela- 
tion? Doth it, moreover, cor- 
reſpond at all with that cha- 
racter, to create Beings for 
miſery? But if we allow that 
any are finally miſerable, can 
we 2 allowing that they 


Were 


On Puniſhment. 100 
were nade to be miſerable, 
unleſs we grant that the Di- 
vine intentions have been fruſ- 
' trated? And, if this be ad- 
mitted, where is the perfection 
of the Deity? But have we 
not been told, © The counſel 
« of the. Lord ſtandeth for 
“% ever, the thoughts of his 
„heart to all generations? 


Ir any ſhould think that the 
goodneſs of God intending, and 
in his own proper time effect- 
ing, UNIVERSAL HAPPI- 


NESS, encourages them to /- 


centiouſneſ;, inſtead of leading 


them to repent—it is probable 


that 
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Ae ſevere God only knows, 


| Enough for: us to know, that 


take place under the divine 
adminiſtration; and even they, 
who ſuffer the moſt, ſhall, in 
the end, confeſs it was good 
for them to have been af- 
flicted. 


1 Abgasen to -find ſuch a 
ſentiment as the following drop 
from the pen of Dr. Stennet *. 

* See Dilcourles, an Domeſtic. Du- 


? 
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12 God 
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On Pumfhment. 111 
„ God is love. His moral 
perfections are all of them 
* ſo many different modifica- 
« tions of love. 1 rejoice; 
becauſe it ſo well coincides 
with what I apprehend to be 
the trueſt and moſt perfect 
idea of God. And from hence 
it follows, that the moſt gloomy 
diſpenſations of Providence pro- 


ceed from the moſt benevolent 


intentions, as will appear in due 
time. The light in which we 
ſhould view all the calamities of 
this life, and all calamity what- 
ever, is ſo happily repreſented 
in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
that I cannot forbear tran- 

| ſcribing 
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112 On _Puniſbment. 


ſcribing the paſſage. We 
4 have had fathers of our 
& fleſh who corrected us, and 
« we gave them reverence: 
“ ſhall we not much rather 
be in ſubjection to the Fa- 
« ther of ſpirits, and live? For 
* they verily for a few days 
chaſtened us after their own 
« pleaſure, but he for our pro- 
« fit, that we might be par- 
« takers of his holineſs.” 


By the law:of nature (which 
is God's law) it is ordained that 
he, who believes and confides 
in the fatherly goodneſs of. his 

Maker, ſhall have peace in the 
7 | midſt 
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that atheiſtically cenſures and 
quarrels with the Divine go- 
vernment, muſt inevitably be 


miſerable till he become walkr⸗ 
minded. 


* 


How amiable that compla- 
cency in the mind of him 
who devoutly worſhips the 
Everlaſting Father, and rejoi- 
ces to imitate that good Being 
whom he worſhips! _ 


How ſhocking the gloomy 
and violent paſſions that agi- 
tate and torment the mind of 
a Werter! And how different 
2 F: the 


| tik of ſuch characters 

the ſtage of 
the perfect man. 
| the upright, for 
„ the end of that man is 
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KNOWLEDGE:of GOD. 


ancient precept, vad. ceaurey, 
(Know thyſelf) was held by re- 
flecting perſons. in former ages, 
is well known: and I hope it 
ſill preſerves its credit; being 
ſurely moſt important- to every 
one. The knowledge of 
the Deity is likewiſe. of firſt- 
rate importance, though by 
many, of whom better things 
might have been expected, it 
tal 5 has 


116 On the 'Knowleage of Gad. 


has been thought, if attainable, ' 


of ſmall comparative value ; and, 
by others, it has been deemed, 
that any ſatisfactory knowledge | 
of the ſubject could amount to 


very little, and that as, conſe- 
quently, very little benefit could 


accrue, it were better to turn 


dur attention to any thing elſe, 


however trivial. It was a dif- 
ferent ſentiment .which was 
proclaimed in the following 
words : — Thus faith the 


„Lord, Let not the wiſe man 


glory in his wiſdom, neither | 
«let the mighty man glory in 


„ his might, let not the rich 


* man glory in his riches: but 
4 | © Jet 


On the Knowledge of Cod. 117 
et him that glorieth glory in 


«this, that he underſtandeth 


and knoweth me, that I am - 


the Lord, which exerciſe lov- 


ing-kindneſs, judgment, and 
« righteouſneſs in the earth: 


« for in theſe things I | delight, 


« ſaith the Lord.” And ſurely 


it is obvious, that if there verily 
be (which I now take for grant- 


ed) a Gdd who is the au- 
thor of univerſal nature, our 
acquaintance with ourſelves, 


ſhould we now him not, muſt 


needs be very mperfe#, ſeeing 
we know nothing of our origin, 
and but little of our deſtination. 
But, it is ſaid, Of an infinite and. 
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eternal Being. we can 3 no 
ec ption. It is allowed we 
have no adequate idea of infinity 
and eternity; but it will not be 
ſo cafily admitted, that we have 
10 idea of the Being who is in- 
finite and eternal. I will ven- 
dute to aſſert, that we know. or 
Which we are deeply concern- 
ed. 1 beg leave to enquixe f 
you who, plead your ignorance 

of God as an excuſe for your 
not acknowledging and worſhip- 
ping him, Are you, ſe/f-exiftent.? 
Are you, independent? If not, 


from whom do you derive 


you 
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you depend? A Tei (and I 
am not ſpeaking to an Atheiſt}: 


muſt anſwer, * I derive; my 


« exiſtence from God.” : I. 


depend upon God.” And do 
not the multitude of Beings 
around you, and do not the 
greater multitude of Beings, 
probably far excelling you, that 
- inhabit the wide · extended uni- 
verſe, all equally depend on their 

and your Creator? And, con- 
cerning that bleſſed Creator, I 
would enquire, Had he any need 


of you? Can you be profitable 


to him? Lou anſwer, No, I 
preſume. Is he not, then, a 
good Being? 


4 Ware 


8 220 On the Knowledge of Gad. 


WuiIx we are unable to give 
any account of the exiſtence and 
prefervation of the world, with- 

out aſcribing them to God; 

while the general ſtructure of 
the world, together with the 
ſtructure of particular bodies, 
declares the divine wiſdom and 
benevolence *; while ſuch is 
the conſtitution of nature, that 
out of it we ſee and feel natural 
rewards. ariſing, and natural 


'* See two diſcourſes on the Divine 
Goodneſs, by Dr. Price : they are includ- 
ed in the ſame volume with Sermons on 
the Chriſtian Doctrine, and, in the opi- 
nion of better judges than myſelf, are 
poſſeſſed of uncommon merit. 1 


Hpeuniſomenti 
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puniſhments ſuited to the cha- 

| raters of moral agents, with. 

( what pretence can we affirm we: 
| know nothing of God? Our 
obſervation and experience aſ- 
ſure us, that he is wiſe and good, 
and that he is the friend of 
virtue &; that he exerciſeth 
loving-kindneſs in the earth, 
likewiſe judgment and right- 
eouſneſs, which I apprehend are 
modes of his loving-kindneſs, be- 
ing the neceſſary means of lead- 
ing his intelligent creatures to 

the perfection and happineſs of 
their nature. You object, ne- 


|  * See the diſcourſes before referred to. . 


vertheleſs, 
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122 On the Knnvledge of God: 
vertheleſs, to the evil and cala 
may exiſting in the world. But 
are you authorized to fay, that 

this evil and this calamity ought 
to have had no. place in the 
grand ſyſtem of Providence d 
Do you not know that every 


thing in the world is cauſe and 


effec? Have not you, and have 


not all men ſeen good come out 


of evil? And are you certain 
that what you moſt object to. 
may not be productive of good? 
As for the: wiSkedne/s and crimes 
of men, conſidered /eparately and 
alone, we muſt ſay they are evil. 


and what we ought to abhor 


and avoid: and as for the di/- 
poſitions 


On the Knawhage of Cod. 123 
ofitions of mind from which they 


ſprung, we mult ſay the ame of 


them, and that, while ſuch diſ- 
poſitions remain, the men muſt 
remain wicked and unhappy : 
but we muſt leave fuch perſons, 
if we cannot reclaim them, in 


knows how to treat them, ſo as 


that they may ultimately attain 
to true goodneſs and true feli- 
city; in order to which, they 
muſt probably undergo ſevere 
puniſhment, It is but a little 
which we ſee : but it is enough 
to, convince thoſe who will at- 


tend to it, that the Divine go- 
vernment, we live under, is moſt 
benign 


- 
» 
" hp 
- ö ” 
- = . 
> 
4 2 ; 2 a 
W a : 1 * A 6 
—_ 0 —— —— "ory — 2 4 * ” 4 
4 n * 4 — 
* * = * * 
— 32 — * — 
= y 2 3 n » 0 = 
£ * - 
F. — 
% 


C. 


— —— — cen — — 


. 2 
l d 


8 
R 
— — 


* 
S „ 
* 


— — 
- 


0 i = — — — — — 83 — — — — 2 * — — . ro VR 
3 8 , 
1 v — 2 - 


124 On the Knowledge of God. 


benign and gracious ; and, there- 


fore, my creedis,—thatall things, 
every where, are working toge- 
ther for the good of all. And I 


have no doubt but the worſt of 
men, by being put into proper 


ſituations, and expoſed to ſuch 
influences as are ſuitable to their 
ſtate of mind, may become equal 
to the wiſeſt and the beſt. That 


| fame Providence which gave 
you your wiſdom, if you are a 


wiſe man, can effect the other 
matter as eaſily. But, perhaps, 
you ſcorn my language. Your 
wiſdom is of your own acquir- 


ing. You might, eee 
ove been born an zmdeot. 


"ay 
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whom, then, do you owe it, 
that there was originally no na- 
tural defect in your mind? You 
might have opened your eyes 
for the firſt time in an African, 
or an American deſart. To 
whom then do you owe it, that 
you were not appointed to live 
and die a ſavage? If your pa- 
rents were qualified to inſtruct 
you, if your friends have aſſiſted 
you, if you have reaped great 


advantage from thoſe ſcientific 


treaſures, wherewith the world 


has been enriched by ſages of 


ancient or modern times—the 
exiſtence of thoſe parents, thoſe 
friends, thoſe ſages, that accu- 
mulation 


1 * 'D = 
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Mulation of knowledge certainly 
could not depend on you before 
you were born. Conſidet well, 
then, to whom you are indebt- 
ed. You inſiſt, after all, that 


your wiſdom is the fruit of your 
labour. I will not deny it: 


but you will permit me to aſk 
how it came to paſs, that yolt | 
ſhould labour in your particu- 
lar department, 'rather than in 
that of the ordinary labouring 
man? If your circumſtances 


were more favourable to intel- 
lectual improvement, if your 
mind was (though poſſibly it 


was not) naturally more ſuſcep- 
Tv of Fee — who 
made 


8 
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made you to differ? However, 
if indeed you are wiſer than your 
neighbour, I ſhall not ſcruple to 
admit that you are more excel - 
lent than he; at the fame time 
maintaining that you are what 
God has made you, and that li- 
terally you have nothing which 


| 1 have not received. 


It is melancholy to obſerve 
how generally the fooliſſi heart 
Of man 1s Elated, and ſometimes 
how extravagantly, by the poſ- 
ſeſſion of power and riches. * Is 
< not this great Babylon (aid 
a proud monarch of old) that 1 
„ have built for the houſe of 1 
; % the 
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128 On the Knowledge of God, : 


= i | 5 K the kingdom by the might of 
ms : my power, and for the honour 
of my majeſty?” Vet me- 
. thinks the powerful and the 
= rich may vaunt themſelves with 
leſs indecency than thoſe, who, 
arrogating to themſelves the 
Kyle and title of philoſophers, 
do, notwithſtanding, Iive withoug 
= God in the world, though they 
18 cannot but acknowledge that 

Ih the world is God's creation, that 

he conſtituted the laws of na- 

ture, and that the operations of 
nature according to thoſe ſtated 

Jaws are no other than his ope- 
Tations. It is an obſervation in 
common life, when perſons are 
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guilty of diſreſpect to their ſu- 

periors, that they do not know 
themſelves. What ſhall we fay 
of thoſe, who, when they know 
God, or may know him, yet 
glorify him not; but take upon 
themſelves the ſtate of inde- 


pendent deities, and glory in. 


thoſe qualifications, as abſb- 
lately /e//-derrved, which they 
never could have poſſeſſed other- 
wiſe than as favours conferred 
on them by that one everlaſting 
Father and Benefactor, whoſe 


. goodneſs, and whoſe tender mer- 


cies, are extended to all his 
works ? 


. $2 K How- 


730 On the Knowledge of God: 
 HowzveR uncertain the opi- 
nions of . philoſophers might be 
formerly, 1 cannot but think. 
that any ingenuous mind, in the 
preſent illuminated period, will 
reſt abundantly fatisfied with 
the proof of the exiſtence of 4 
perfect Deity, and of his providen- 
tial government; and I ſhould | 
alſo think, that ſuch a mind, 
on a fair examination, will find 
the objections to pure Chriſe 
tianity to be of little weight. 
Suppoſe, then, a man to be (as 
he well may be) a Chriſtian 
upon rational conviction; ſup- 
poſe him, agreeably to the doc- 
trine of Chriſt, to worſhip God, 


in 


On the Knowledge of Gat, 13. 
in ſpirit and in truth, as his Fa- 
cher uo is in heaven, being fully 


aſſured of his favourable regard, 
while he ſincerely endeavours 
to approve himſelf an obedient 
and dutiful child, by: the. culti- 
vation of virtuous and Chriſtian 
diſpoſitions, and by a corre- 
ſponding behaviour: — He is an 
imitator of God; and the love 
of God, the love of man, and 
the love of goodneſs, are the 
grand principles that influence 
him: He truſts, moreover, that 
theſe principles ſhall for ever in- 
fluence him; and that, being 
raiſed from the dead, after the 
example of the reſurrection of 

K 2 Chriſt, 


132 On the Knowledge of God. 
Chriſt, he ſhall go on to im- 
prove in knowledge, and in 
goodneſs, for ever. — Suppoſe 
ſuch a man as this, and you 
muſt needs ſuppoſe that the H- 
nourable things of the world are 
very little in his eſtimation. He 
will not glory in his power, in 
his riches, or even in his wiſ- 
dom: but he will glory in his 
knowledge of God, that firſt 
and beſt of all Beings, eſpecially 
as revealed by Jeſus Chriſt; and 
he will glory (that is, he will 
exult) in the honourable and 
happy privileges with which 
he is inveſted; for he will ever 
be moſt ready to acknowledge, 

Tus 3 that 


4 
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that whatever is good ſprings 
from that eternal benevolence, 
from which the- univerſe took 
its origin. | 
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4 T is very natural for a man to 
14 prefer, before all others, thoſe 
ſubjects which have engaged his 
principal attention: he found 
them agreeable in the begin- 
ning, and, by long acquaintance, 
bal his attachment has been in- 
4 creaſed. Some there are, how - 
ever, which appear to me ſo 
very little important, that I con- 
feſs I have often admired how 


ingenious men could throw 
* 2 8 away 
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without thinking once, as Kt 
ſhould feem, to enquire What 
good will accrue? If a learned 
antiquary ſhould be able to cont 
vince us, by: proofs irrefragable, 
that a circle» of ſtones on the 
heath is in very deed a druidi- 
cal monument; or if ſome able 
critic ſhould ſacceed as well in 
giving us the true reading of cer 
tain obſcure paſſages in an an- 
tient poet, I cannot help aſking, 
What are we the better for all 
this? The proper ſtudy of 
« mankind is nan; his nature 
and deftination, his fituation and 
connections, his perfection and 
* K 4 happineſs. 


n 


1 * 
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136 On Faith. 
happineſs. Whoever ſhall con- 
tribute by his labours to eluci- 
date theſe ſubjects, will apply 
his faculties to a valuable pur- 
poſe: he will merit the thanks 
of mankind, if he ſucceed; for 
is he not their benefactor? 
Howzvrx well we may be 
ſatisfied, that what we call the 
evils of life are overbalanced by 
its enjoyments, we cannot be 
acquainted, in any degree, with 
what has paſſed in former ages, 
or what is now paſſing, without y 
perceiving numerous calamities, ) 
ſome of greater magnitude, and 
ſome of leſs, And, doubtleſs, 
70 the 
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the wiſeſt men have ever 


judged, that true happineſs did 
not conſiſt in the poſſeſſion of 


the world's goods; and alſo, that 


neither did the mere endurance 


of calamity conſtitute - miſery. 


If, indeed, any one ſhould af- 


firm that theſe things. are to- 
tally - 7ndifferent, I certainly 


ſhould not think it a proof of 
his wiſdom: Nevertheleſs, out 


true felicity muſt conſiſt in 
thoſe moral qualities which 


render us ſuperior to the world. 


It is then natural to enquire, 
How are theſe qualities to be 
attained? To this queſtion, I 
apprehend, no better anſwer can 
10 be 
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be given than that declaration 
of the Apoſtle John, « This is 


1 the. victory that overcometh 


* the world, even our - RO” 


7 


dess, wich ts faith i in 
Faye I would obſerve, that 
it is the child of reaſon *#. No 


man does, or at leaſt ought to, 
believe any thing, unleſs he 


religious faith of the philoſo- 


_ who had en enen 


The FF inſtruction — 
thus: Be ready always to give an an- 


ſwer to every man that aſketh 708? 


00 regen of the hope that is in LP. 
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of revelation, was derived from 
reaſon: but ſuch it was as ſhew- 
ed how little wnafifted reaſon 
could do in this matter. The 
* world by wiſdom knew not 
© God,” whatever was the cafe 
of the philoſophers themſelves; 
of which perhaps a ſatisfactory 
idea may be gained from Ci- 
cero's famous book concerning 
the nature of the gods. Some 
of thoſe ſpeculatiſts, one may 
venture to ſay, entertained moſt 
abſurd conceptions of the Deity, 
though others thought more 
worthily - of him. But, what 
well deſerves our attention, Ci- 
CCL TSS © cero 


** 


1 


140 On Faith. 


cero gives us to underſtand they 


were all in a ſtate of uncertainty; 
and in this, it is well known, 
he had the concurrence of all 
his brethren of the Academy. 
Things being in this ſituation, 
one cannot much expect to find 
their religious belief applied to 
practical purpoſes. In a certain 


degree it has been ſo applied by 


the later Stoics. Theſe men, 
however, writing after the pro- 
mulgation of Chriſtianity, are 
juſtly ſuppoſed to have been 
benefited thereby. For the moſt 
part, I believe, the philoſophers 
conſidered religion merely as an 

entertaining 


On Faith. 14r 
entertaining ſubject of ſpecula- 
tion . This is certain, they 


had not the leaſt thought of 
communicating the advantages 


of their religion to the vulgar. 


And this is likewiſe certain, 
that, although they laughed in 
Recret at che popular religion, 


* Their reaſonings ſeem never to have; 
produced ſuch a devout addreſs to the Au-, 
thor of nature as the following: 


Nature and time, and earth — ſkies, 
« Thy wiſdom all proclaim : | 
.* What ſhall we do, to make ug wiſe, 
« Butlearn to read thy name! 
« To venerate thee, and truſt thy grace, | 
* Is our divineſt (kill; 
«© And he's the wiſeſt of our race, 
« That beſt obeys thy will.““ 


they 


112 On: Faith. 


they encouraged it (even the 
beſt of them) both by precepi 
and example. At the ſame time 
it is to be remembered, that in 
numerous inſtances the rites of 
this en were olan 1 
The Iſraelites were inſtructed 
by Moſes to conceive better of 
the Divine Being: and their 
faith was, or ought to have 
been, a powerful principle in- 
fluencing them to the practice 
of virtue; as they were given to 
nathan that upon this de- 
pended their acceptance with 
the God who made them, and 
who 
4 | 
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ho ſeparated them (for wile 
purpoſes) from the reſt of the 


nations. Still we are at liberty 


to judge that their faith was 
 mmperfett. The Moſaic ſyſtem of 
laws was adapted to the people 
and their circumſtances: and 
the repreſentation of the Divine 
character and conduct is not to 
be underſtood as perfectly cor- 
reſponding with the exacteſt 
truth. The law (we are told) 


« was given by Moſes; but 


„Grace and TRUTH came 
«by Jeſus Chrift.” The differ- 
rence between the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian revelations is ſuch, 
that it has been ſaid the Je 


ws. 
and 
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and Chriſtians did not worthip 
: this ſame God. But, taking 
the more perfect revelation for 
our guide, the difficulty may be 
eaſily ſolved. We Chriſtians 
are there taught to worſhip 
God as our heavenly father. The 
Jews, indeed (or ſome of them 
at leaſt) did entertain the ſame 
idea: but this was not the 
principal and the prevailing: 
idea with them. But if, in re- 
ality, we are all © the offspring 
4 of the Deity,” is it not very 
conceivable how the ſame fa- 
therly goodneſs might give riſe 
to different repreſentations, and 
a different kind of government 
. and 


and diſcipline accommodated to 


the character, diſpoſition, and cir- 
cumſtances of his various child - 


ren? We muſt conceive thus, 


if we reaſon, as we are directed 


to do, from analogy'®. - A wile 


human parent, in the education 


of his children, has often found 
it beſt to take very different 


methods with ſome and others 
of them. A little obſervation, 
moreover, will convince us that 


mankind are not all equally af- 
Tefted by the ſame conſidera- 


1 If ye, Low 1 (faith Cbril) 

know how to give good gifts to your 
« children, how much more ſhall Jour 
<« heavenly 5 . | 


CHANLEINDI e tions, 
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tions, | and that, if we have to 
deal. with a number of perſons, . 
it wall be neceſſary, in order to 
prevail 5 with them, to addreſs ; 
chem yariouſly. And to me it 
appears a wonderful excellence 
of the goſpel, that it offers con- 
ſiderations fitted. to work upon 
minds differently prepared. 
Where the ſuperior motives 
will anſwer the purpoſe, the 
others are precluded; for. per- 

felt lave caſteth out fear: 
and the leſs generous are in- 
tended to make way for what 
are noble i in the higheſt degree. N 
1 will even venture to a 
: (agrecably to what I have ſaid 
| 3 
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Alewhere) that the fir of 
Chriſtianity will lead 8s to 


more exalted ideas of à bene- 
volent Providence, than many 
think the letter ſeems to coun- 
tenance ® of | 

Aﬀter «obſerving dow far the 
Chriſtian agrees with the philo- 


ſophieal Theiſt, and the Jew, 


we will enquire wherein conſiſts 
the diſtinguiſhing faith of the 
Chriſtian, and, at the ſame 
time, we ſhall fee how it is cal- 
culated tõ give him the victory 


over the world. 


. See pages 100 and 10. 
L 2 Tux 


143 On Ful. 
Tux philoſo phical Theiſt, who 


rejects revelation,” is, I appre— 


hend, much more indebted to 
that revelation, than he is 
willing to allow. He believes 
the unity and infinite perfec- 


tion of the Divine Being, and 


that his providence governs 
the world, which he made, 
by general laws eſtabliſhed in 
the beginning: and he may 
believe a future ſtate of retri- 


bution ; - though, perhaps, this 


laſt article is not very com- 
monly admitted . But there 
ä | "6,74 


Alt is not neceſſary, nor is it poſlible, 


to ſay exactly what is the extent of ſuch 
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is reaſon to think (indeed 
there may be. erceptians) that 
gentlemen of this deſcription 
are very little governed by 
their religious faith. It is, 
often, nothing more than a 
ſpeculative matter. And as for 
any. ſuch thing as a voluntary 
mntercourſe with the Deity by 
humble. prayers, in which the' 
_ devout. ſentiments of the pious 
are called forth, their venera- 
tion, their ingenuous regret for 


their: mme their __— 


a nerfon? $ ak WhatT have , 
lies within the compaſs of "what has deen 
termed natura 3 
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tude. to their ſupreme bene 
factor, their reſignation, their 
their confidence, and 
pry W whole is re- 
garded, I. fear, with pity and: 
contempt... It is true, a man 
may, when he contemplates. 
the vaſt univerſe, conſider him- 


ſelf as loſt in the immenſity 
of God's works, and think him 


ſelf too inſignificant to be no- 
ticed by his Maker; he may, 
Poſſibly, account it pr eſump-- 
ſelf in the above manner.. to- 
that great Being. But he 
thould reflect, that it is the 
greateſt abſurdity to conceive 

954 yl of; 
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Du Faith, Sr 
of a perfect Being otherwiſe 
chan as perfectly good; he 
ſhould conſider himſelf as in- 
debted to the good Being. whom 
we call God, for life, and, 
* breath, and all things, every 
moment ibolutely: dependent on 
him, and under a neceſſity of 
remaining ſo for ever; ſhould: 
he exiſt ſo long. Now, can 
it be right, that a creature, 
eapable of knowing thus'much, 
ſhould live as it were with 
out God,” in à world where his 
capacity of this knowledge is 
the chief mark of his — 
nence above all the other crea- 
fares?” One cannot help ob- 
„ 9 
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ſerving here, Whatever weight 
there may be in this ſcruple,- 
uith reſpect to the Chriſtian 
it is annihilated; he being well 

aſſured Hy God 1s jigs _ 


7 Lf q 


by 

uy we — of art wad ei- 
ence, the Jews appeat to have 
been not much better than a 
barbarous people: which conſi- 
deration ſhews their worthip 
of one only God, the maker 
of heaven. and earth, and their 
belief of his governing provi- 
dence (ſurrounded as they were 
with none but idolaters to be 
fatts mgſt extraordinary, de- 
manding the ſtrictect attention 


on Faith, 15g 
of all perſous who would be 
thought to reflect. The later 
Jews appear alſo. (at leaſt ſome 
of them) to have believed a 
reſurrection to à future life. 
And it is a thing moſt ap- 
parent and ſtriking, that be- 
tween their religious belief 
and moral practice there was 
an intimate connection: the 
ſcriptures of the Old Tefta- 
ment univerſally declaring the 
wicked man to be rejected of 
Gad, and the good man to be 
happy in the Divine pevreftiph 
and favour. 


Tur faith .of a Chriſtian 
compre- 


eomprehends all the advanta= 
ges of natural religion (which 
feem never to have been well. 
apprehended by the philoſo- 
phers, and ſtill: worſe applied) 
together with all thoſe of the 
Fewiſh revelation. But it has 
peculiar and moſt eminent ad- 
ee as ; 


Hap: the belief of a reſur- 
rection been founded on a 
clear revelation made to the 
whole body ef the Jews, 
Paul, in his letter to Timo 

thy (who from his childhood 
had been acquainted with the 
We then received) would; 


never 


never have affirmed, that „life 
and immortality were brought 
« to light: by the goſpel.” 
We may, therefore, venture to 
judge, that: the apoſtle eſteem- 
ed the expectations of a future 
life, which: prevailed before 
the coming of Chriſt, to have 
been aomparatively uncertain; 
while his expectations were 
founded not only on the pro- 
miſe of his great Maſter, but 
on that promiſe confirmed by 
0 fact of his Maſter's reſurrec- 
.. And, that the expec- 
jig of his cotemporary 
Chriſtians were alike founded, 
we. n be well aſſured, par- 
21 . ticularly 
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moſt ſecret thoughts, is not 


ticularly from that remarkable 
paſſage of Peter's iſt Epiſtle; 


„ 'Blefled be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus 


“ Chriſt, who, according to 
* his abundant mercy, hath 
* begotten us again to a live- 


« ly hope, by the reſurrection 


* dead, to an inheritance. in- 
— naht. &c. 


an belief of a . * 
ee and an omnipreſent 
Deity, | who 18. evermore. at- 
tentive, not only to our ex- 
ternal behaviour, but to our 


the 
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che peculiar faith of a Chriſ- 
tian: nevertheleſs, it ſeems ca- 
pable of producing its beſt ef- 
fects in conjunction with another 
article of Chriſtian belief (viz.) 
the perfect enn of the 
5 8 5 


Our bleſſed Tad On 


mentioned the Divine Being 
by any other title than tht 


of The FATHER. And as 


ſuch we are required to regard 


him in our worſhip. I fin- 
cerely with the idea were at- 
tended to as it deſerves, and 
that the conſequences were ſe- 
riouſly weighed. Chriſt him- 

a ſelf 
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458 On Faith: 
ſelf has given us an example 
of this kind of reaſoning; as 
above quoted. Let us then 
gladly fay, If a child may na- 
| turally look ſor 4indneſs at 
the hands of a frail mortal 
who is his parent, what goof 
may we not expect at the 
hands of our heavenly Feather ? 
He is the true author of all 
the kindneſs that was ever 
found in the heart of any 
man, and, affuredly, in what- 
ever form it come, nothing 
but what is kind and bene- 
volent ean ever proceed from 
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Tu angelic company which 
appeared to the ſhepherds at 
our Saviour's birth, certainly 
underſtood the deſign of the- 
goſpel to have been in the 
higheſt degree benevolent, when 
they ſung that divine hymn: 
Glory to God in the higheſt, 
on earth peace, good-will to 
men.“ And John, the diſ- 
ciple beſt beloved by his maſter, 
and (if we may judge from 
that circumſtance, together with 
the heavenly temper manifeſt 
in his writings) moſt refem- 
bling him John has told us 
that God is LOVE. He 
d that excellent n 
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that loveth not, know- 
* eth not God, for God 15 
„ LOVE.” | | 


. 
1 * 
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WuaAr hilofopher ever con- 


oeived any thing like to the 
ſuſpending all Human duty on 


the two great principles of 
love - to God, and love to 


man? The idea exiſted not 


till revealed by that Divine 
benevolence from which oll 
things originated, and by which 


they are evermore conducted 


toward the happieſt and moſt 
glorious conſummation. Ne- 
vertheleſs, as, at preſent, we 


are in a progreſs from a ſtate 
1 of 


On Faith, 16x 


df much imperfection to a 
more perfect ſtate, we know 
even leſs than we may hope 
to know hereafter, of the 
means proper to accompliſh 
the ſcheme of Providence. 
We know that God doth 
not willingly: affli&t or grieve 
«< us ;* bas we . too, 


6 That RY of dreadful 3 ä 
0 it - ulhl his kind deſign,” 


When, therefore, affliction comes 

upon us, we ſhould be humble 
and reſigned: we ſhould fay, 
«Tt is the Lord; let him do 
« what ſeemeth- him good.” 
For who is the Lord ? Is he not 
+ M tbe 


U 


162 On Faith, 


the © everlaſting Father of the 
univerſe, who worketh all 
things according to the. 
* counſel of his own (father- 
« ly) will?“ If we were duly 
attentive, we might, perhaps, 
diſcern the beneficial tendency 
of afflictions. They are, how- 
ever, for the preſent, not joy- 
* ous but grievous.” Happy! 
_ nevertheleſs, if © afterwards they 
« yield the peaceable fruits of 
*« righteouſneſs.” And though 
we ſhould not be able to ſee. 
the good they are to effect, 
we may ſtill adopt ſuch de- 
vout ſentiments as theſe; 
84 nol 
5 « Lord, 
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On Faith. 163 
4 Lak we adore thy vaſt deſigns, - 8 
* The obſcure abyſs of Providence; 
Too deep to ſound with mortal lines, 
« Too dark to view with feeble ſenſe. 
% Yet O! how excellent thy GRACE 
„ Whence all our hope, our comfort 
« ſprings: 
| « The ſons of Adam, in Aiftreſs, 
} « Fly to the ſhadow of thy wings.” 
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Tux apoſtle John, in the 
paſſage quoted in the outſet. 
of theſe reflections, deſcribes 
us as engaged in a conteſt 
with the world; and inti- 
mates, that, in order to attain' 
our true happineſs, we muſt 
acquire a victory. Now, when 
we receive calamity from the 
gracious hand of God with. 
M 2 mee kneſs 
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meekneſs and reſignation ;. and 


when we are poſſeſſed of 


ſo ' much ſuperiority to mere 
worldly pleaſures *, as to have 
our principal enjoyment, not in 


them, but in being good, and 


1 apprehend we are, by no means, 
to account our kind and generous attach- 
ments, as things of a mere worldly 


nature, They are the very habits of 
benevolence, the amiable charities, for 


the gaining which this preſent life was 


ordained, and which make no ſmall part 


of our preparation for à future life. 
The things to which we muſt be ſupe- 
rior, are the vain and vicious pleaſures, 
and an exceſs in innocent pleaſure z for, 
when it becomes exceſſive, it is no longer 


innocent ; it leads us away from our 


_ and-fo from our happineſs, 
doin 9 


* 


On ln 16g 


doing good, in cultivating the 
Chriſtian - virtues, under - the 


animating inſpection of the 
omnipreſent DIVINITY3z 
while, at the ſame time, -we 
rejoice in hope of his fu- 
ture everlaſting favour— we 
may then venture to- indulge 
the thought, that we have in- 
deed obtained the victory of 
faith. But let us never flat- 
ter ourſelves. that our victory 
is complete; the conteſt will 
never ceaſe till our breath 
ceaſes: ſome diſtreſs will re- 
quire our patience; ſome worth- 
leſs pleaſure will importune us, 
which muſt be repulſed; and 


we 


166 | On Faith, 


we ſhould expect to meet with 
frequent occaſions for exertior 
and fortitude. Let us not 
e, however 8 that true 
Chriſtian faith will nn | 
W dor a8 e _ 


* MAN, "th Mole: in hs 
exerciſe of Chriſtian faith, has 
large proſpects before bim. But 
what can be expected of him 
whoſe views are little? © Let 
us eat and drink (ſaith the 
« Epicurean) for to-morrow. 
«© we die.” ee Fea 


Tux fool (according to the. 
n hath 21 in his heart 
there 


90 Faith. 167 
there is no God. And I pro- 


feſs, for my part, I am unable 


to conceive how ſuch a one 
_ ſhould be poſſeſſed of much 
true wiſdom, We are none of 
us capable of acting without 
motives. Where the moſt ex- 
cellent motives do really affect 
the mind in a good degree, 
they produce the nobleſt ef- 
fects. But the Atheiſt is not 
included within the ſphere of 
ther influence. He may tell 
us he is governed by the 
love of excellence. I will not 
deny the poſſibility of it in a 
certain degree; yet I cannot 
help Hying J have not much 
reaſon 
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reaſon- to think the love of 
excellence has ever riſen very 
high where the love of GOD 
was abſent. And how is it 

13 poſſible for him, that reckons 
He hall exit no more when 
this life is finiſhed, to think 

and feel like à Chriſtian ? & Be- 
© hold (faith the apoſtle Paal) 
„I ſhew you a myſtery! We 
« ſhall not all ſleep, but we 
« ſhall all be changed; | in a 
moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the laſt trump: 
“ For the trumpet ſhall ſound, 
and the dead ſhall be raiſed 
* incorruptible, and we ſhall 
* * be a For this cor- 
| ruptible 
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f - E. ryptible muſt put en incor- 
» <« ruption, and this mortal muft 
D put on immortality. So when 
it * this corruptible ſhall have 
8 put on incorruption, and this 
„ mortal ſhall have put on 
K * immortality, then ſhall be 
* * brought to paſs the ſaying 
) * that is written, Death 7s 
3 60 foallowed 5 up in victory. 
© « O Death! where is thy 
a- « ſting? O Grave! where is 
8 | * thy victory? The ſting of 
* « death is fin, and the ſtrength 
„ c of fin is the law. But 
1 * thanks be to God, who 
1 * giveth us the victory, through 
” % our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


| N \ 15 There 


[Fai » 


\ 


8 


re, my 
ye 


be 


E 
3 


know that 


* 
1 


in 


* 


O 
= 
2 


5 5 
| 
"EF 
= © 
Y 

E 

5 

g 


* 


be 


57 


beloved bre 


- 


| 


= 
- 
E 
5 


always 


» 


— 
- 


the Lord. 


cable, 


« T 
mov 
11 


- 
- 


your 
vain 1n 


8 
* 
- 
* 
4 
LJ 


« 
FF 
Ke 
od 
56-7 


* 


” 


